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02. Are there particular pre-screening measures that
need to be taken when engaging a financial services
employee? Does this vary depending on seniority or
type of role? In particular, is there any form of
regulator-specified reference that has to be provided
by previous employers in the financial services
industry?
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For employees subject to the SMR, anyone performing an SMF must be pre-approved by the relevant
regulator before they can start their role. Generally, firms that wish to employ a senior manager must first
carry out sufficient due diligence to satisfy themselves that the candidate is a fit and proper person to
perform their proposed functions. In this regard, firms must consider the individual’s qualifications, training,
competency and personal characteristics. The firm must also carry out a criminal records check. They may
then apply to the relevant regulator for that candidate’s pre-approval. In the firm’s application, all matters
relating to the candidate’s fitness and propriety must be disclosed. The firm must also enclose a statement
of that individual’s proposed responsibilities and (depending on the firm) the latest version of the firm’s
management responsibilities map.

For employees subject to the CR, before the appointment and annually thereafter, these employees must
be certified by the employing SM&CR firm as being fit and proper. Certification does not involve pre-
approval by the FCA or PRA.

Additionally, firms must comply with the regulatory reference rules for all candidates subject to either the
SMR or CR before their employment. These rules require employing firms to request a regulatory reference
from all previous employers covering the past six years of employment. Information must be shared
between regulated firms using a particular template, which includes information relevant to assessing
whether a candidate is fit and proper. Firms are also expected to retain records of disciplinary and fit and
proper findings going back six years for their employees (or longer for findings of gross misconduct), and
they must update regulatory references that they have previously given where new significant information
comes to light that would impact the content of a previously given regulatory reference.
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Yes. Both the FCA and PRA have established their own high-level required standards of conduct known as
the Conduct Rules. The FCA’s conduct rules are set out in the FCA’'s Code of Conduct sourcebook. The
PRA’s conduct rules are set out in the PRA Rulebook (and different versions apply to different types of PRA-
regulated firms).

The FCA'’s conduct rules apply to most individuals working at an SM&CR firm. The PRA’s conduct rules apply
to more limited individuals working at dual-regulated SM&CR firms: senior managers (approved by the PRA
or FCA); individuals within the PRA’s certification regime; key function holders; and non-executive directors.

The Conduct Rules apply to conduct relating to the carrying out of an individual’s role. They do not extend
to conduct within an individual’s private life, provided that the conduct is unrelated to the activities they
carry out for their firm. Nevertheless, an individual’s behaviour outside of work can still be relevant to the
separate consideration of their fitness and propriety.

There are two tiers of Conduct Rules: a first tier of rules applicable to all individuals subject to the Conduct
Rules; and a second tier applicable to senior managers only.

The rules of the first tier are:

e Rule 1 - You must act with integrity.

Rule 2 - You must act with due skill, care and diligence.

Rule 3 - You must be open and cooperative with the FCA, PRA and other regulators.
Rule 4 - You must pay due regard to the interests of the customer and treat them fairly.
Rule 5 - You must observe proper standards of market conduct.

The rules of the second tier (applicable to senior managers) are:

e SC1 - You must take reasonable steps to ensure that the business of the firm for which you are
responsible is controlled effectively.

e SC2 - You must take reasonable steps to ensure that the business of the firm for which you are
responsible complies with the relevant requirements and standards of the regulatory system.

e SC3 - You must take reasonable steps to ensure that any delegation of your responsibilities is to an
appropriate person and that you oversee the discharge of the delegated responsibility effectively.

e SC4 - You must disclose appropriately any information for which the FCA or PRA would reasonably
expect notice.

e SC5 (certain dual-regulated firms only) - When exercising your responsibilities, you must pay due
regard to the interests of current and potential future policyholders in ensuring the provision by the
firm of an appropriate degree of protection for their insured benefits.

Firms must notify the FCA if they take disciplinary action against an individual for a breach of the Conduct
Rules.
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