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02. Are there particular pre-screening measures that
need to be taken when engaging a financial services
employee?  Does this vary depending on seniority or
type of role?  In particular, is there any form of
regulator-specified reference that has to be provided
by previous employers in the financial services
industry?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

In the financial services sector, candidates must comply with standard recruitment practices, but also with
suitability, requirements and, for certain positions, with supervision by the ACPR or the European Central
Bank (ECB).

Traditionally, employees in the financial services sector are required to provide the usual documents
requested when applying for a job: a cover letter and a curriculum vitae. This is especially important
because, as we will see, access to certain positions is conditional. For example, investment advisors must
provide proof of either a national diploma attesting to three years of study, or training, or professional
experience in the field.

Also, due to the very nature of the financial services business, employees of companies in the sector are
required to be honourable.

The Monetary and Financial Code provides that certain operational activities in the financial services
sector, such as being a managing director, are barred in the event of a felony conviction, a prison sentence
of at least six months with a suspended sentence in connection with the financial world, or a management
ban (article L. 500-1 of the Monetary and Financial Code). For this reason, the criminal record of a
concerned candidate is generally requested at the time of hiring.

In addition, the appointment or renewal of a senior executive of a credit institution, a finance company, an
investment firm other than a portfolio management company, a payment institution or an electronic money
institution must be ratified by the ACPR, and by the ECB in the case of major credit institutions. Validation
of the appointment or renewal is based on good reputation and competence, which is assessed based on
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five criteria: experience, reputation, absence of conflicts of interest and independence of mind, availability,
and collective ability.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Different notification procedures exist before employees may take up their roles.

Investment firms may only entrust employees to provide investment advice if they are knowledgeable and
have demonstrated the required reliability – as evidenced, inter alia, by not having a relevant and unspent
prior criminal record. Furthermore, such employees’ identities must be disclosed to BaFin before they
commence their activities. The active registration of employees is intended to impart upon employers the
significance of employee selection and responsibility for their decisions.

Representatives of regulated entities of the financial services sector (typically, members of management)
must be approved by BaFin before they can take up their role (colloquially known as BaFin’s “driver’s
licence”). To obtain approval, a request must be filed with BaFin, showing the experience and suitability of
the candidate for the role. Depending on the financial services delivered by the company, information that
must be filed include the following:

a CV (including information on professional training, career, and references);
information on reliability (a form or summary to be completed by the manager, including, for example,
mandatory declarations on prior criminal or administrative offences);
a "certificate of good conduct for submission to an authority", a "European certificate of good conduct
for submission to an authority", or "corresponding documents" from abroad (depending on the
countries of residence in the last 10 years);
an extract from the central commercial register;
an overview of other mandates as a managing director or in administrative and supervisory bodies;
and
information about the manager’s ability to dedicate sufficient time to the role.

Non-management employees responsible for specific key functions at an insurance provider are subject to
a similar notification process. Further, financial services employers must perform a risk analysis under the
Anti-Money Laundering Act and take internal security measures, which also includes assessing the
reliability of employees.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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03. What documents should be put in place when
engaging employees within the financial services
industry?  Are any particular contractual documents
required?
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The hiring of employees in the financial services sector follows the common law regime. Thus, in principle,
the hiring of an employee means the contractualising of the employment relationship. Although it is not in
principle mandatory for the parties to sign an employment contract, but for exceptional cases (part-time
employment contract, fixed-term contract, etc), it is nevertheless recommended to contractualise the
relationship to avoid any future dispute.

It is also common, at the time of hiring, for the employee to commit to a non-compete and confidentiality
obligation concerning his employer, either through clauses in his employment contract or through a
separate agreement. These obligations must be the subject of a signed document and are therefore
generally incorporated into the employment contract. In addition, most companies in the financial services
sector make the hiring of an employee conditional upon that person signing a charter of good conduct or a
policy to prevent and manage conflicts of interest.

The employer is also required to make a pre-employment declaration.

Finally, as stated, for certain positions, the employer must notify the ACPR or the ECB of the hire, and they
must ratify the appointment.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

German law does not treat financial services employees differently from employees of other industries, in
that an employment agreement does not necessarily have to be in writing to come into existence. It is,
however, common (best) practice and highly recommended for risk mitigation and transparency reasons
that parties enter into a written employment agreement. For some provisions to be valid, such as a post-
contractual non-compete or a fixed-term agreement, a qualified electronic or wet-ink signature is
mandatory.

Further, employers must also provide employees with a wet-ink signed certification document summarising
the essential conditions of employment under the German Evidence Act. Failure to provide such a
document does not render the employment contract invalid, but a breach of the documentation
requirement constitutes an administrative offence that may trigger fines. The German government has
proposed an Act to modify the wet-ink signature requirement and also allow for electronic signatures, but
has not provided a clear timeline for it coming into force yet.

Remuneration is typically governed under the employment contract and references a firm’s remuneration
policy, which must be put in place for regular staff as well as identified risk-takers, with a dedicated set of
rules varying per industry sub-sector.

Finally, depending on the case, certain documentation may need to be filed with BaFin before an employee
can take up their tasks (see question 2).

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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04. Do any categories of employee need to have
special certification in order to undertake duties for
financial services employers?  If so, what are the
requirements that apply?
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Since 1 July 2010, the FMA General Regulation requires investment services providers to pass an
examination to ensure that certain employees have a minimum knowledge base in the field.

This applies to salespersons, managers, financial instrument clearing managers, post-trade managers,
financial analysts, financial instruments traders, compliance and internal control officers, and investment
services compliance officers.

Since 1 January 2020, the following must also obtain certification: natural persons acting as a financial
investment advisor; natural persons with the power to manage the legal person authorised as a financial
investment advisor; and persons employed to provide investment advice by the legal person authorised as
a financial investment advisor.

FMA certification must be obtained within a maximum of six months of the beginning of that person’s
employment with an investment services provider. Certification is issued by FMA-certified organisations.

People already in practice before 1 July 2010 are exempt from this certification. This is known as a
grandfather clause.

In addition to this minimum knowledge requirement, certain professionals are subject to an assessment of
their knowledge and skills. This applies to natural persons who provide not only information but also
financial advice, and generally takes the form of an annual evaluation interview.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Taking on certain tasks requires prior proof of competence, which varies depending on the financial
services sector and the role. As an example, investment services must notify BaFin of investment advisors,
sales representatives, and compliance officers, who in each case must be knowledgeable and reliable, and
whose expertise must be reviewed at least annually (section 87, WpHG and the corresponding Employee
Notification Ordinance). Institutions must deliver proof of professional suitability (ie, sufficient theoretical
and practical knowledge of the relevant business and management experience) and reliability for certain
key employees, managing directors, and members of the supervisory or administrative board (sections 25c
paragraph 1 and 25d paragraph 1 KWG, sections 20 and 21 WpIG).

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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05. Do any categories of employee have enhanced
responsibilities under the applicable regulatory
regime?
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Author: Béatrice Pola

The activities of certain categories of employees in the financial services sector benefit from greater
supervision, due to the risky nature of their activity. These include employees who have business dealings
with individuals and employees who may have exposure to the financial markets.

Thus, Article L.533-10 of the Monetary and Financial Code provides that portfolio management companies
and investment service providers must, on the one hand, put in place rules and procedures to ensure
compliance with the provisions applicable to them. On the other hand, they must put in place rules and
procedures defining the conditions and limits under which their employees may carry out personal
transactions on their behalf.

They must still take all reasonable steps to prevent conflicts of interest that could affect their clients. In
practice, these employees may be referred to as "sensitive personnel".

In addition, Law No. 2013-672 of 26 July 2013, on the separation and regulation of banking activities
introduced several provisions constraining employees who may expose their company to the financial
markets. These employees must comply with strict obligations in their activity to limit risk-taking.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Employees who qualify as risk-takers have enhanced responsibilities due to their influence on an
institution’s risk profile, including documentation requirements. Investment brokers advising private clients
are also subject to strict rules and extensive documentation requirements, inter alia, on the investment
advice provided and how the investment was tailored to the preferences, investment objectives, and other
characteristics of the investor.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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06. Is there a register of financial services employees
that individuals will need to be listed on to undertake
particular business activities?  If so, what are the
steps required for registration?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

In principle, working in the financial services sector does not require registration. However, some
companies, such as banks, must be licensed.

The following natural persons who are not employees of a legal person must be registered in the Single
Register of Insurance, Banking and Finance Intermediaries (article L.546-1 of the Monetary and Financial
Code, amended by article 18 of order no. 2021-1735 of December 22, 2021 modernizing the framework for
participative financing):
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intermediaries in banking and payment services as defined in article L. 519-1 of the Monetary and
Financial Code.
financial investment advisors as defined in article L. 541-1 of the Monetary and Financial Code;
tied agents as defined in article L. 545-1 of the Monetary and Financial Code and intermediaries in
participatory financing.

To be registered, these intermediaries must meet four professional conditions: professional liability
insurance, good repute, professional capacity and financial guarantees, which are verified by the unique
register of insurance, banking and financial intermediaries when they are registered.

In addition, the providers of participative financing services mentioned in article L. 547-1 of the Monetary
and Financial Code must be approved by the Financial Markets Authority (FMA).

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Yes. Investment firms must disclose the identities of employees providing investment advice, as well as
sales representatives and compliance officers, to BaFin, which maintains a non-public database of
registered employees (section 87 WpHG).

As a first step of the registration process, companies need to register on the MVP notification and
publication platform. After successful registration, they can apply for admission to the employee and
complaints register. Different notification procedures are available, depending on whether employees are
notified for the first time or amendments are being made.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

at Kliemt.HR Lawyers

07. Are there any specific rules relating to
compensation payable to financial services
employees in your jurisdiction, including, for
example, limits on variable compensation, or
provisions for deferral, malus and/or clawback of
monies paid to employees?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

Under French law, several mechanisms regulate the compensation of employees in the financial services
sector to limit risk-taking.

Concerning guaranteed variable remuneration (welcome bonus, recruitment bonus, etc) for new staff,
establishments are not allowed to guarantee this beyond the first year of employment; it is said to be
"exceptional" and can only be granted if the financial base is sufficiently sound and solid.

In addition, European Directive 2013/36 EU, UCITS V, of 26 June 2013 introduced a "clawback" mechanism
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that the legislature has transposed into French law. Thus, article L.511-84 of the Monetary and Financial
Code provides that "the total amount of variable remuneration may, in whole or in part, be reduced or give
rise to restitution when the person concerned has failed to comply with the rules laid down by the
institution with regard to risk-taking, in particular because of his responsibility for actions that have led to
significant losses for the institution or in the event of failure to comply with the obligations of good repute
and competence".

In addition and following the above-mentioned Directive 2013/36/EU (article 94) concerning the deferral of
remuneration, the payment of variable remuneration should be made in part immediately and in part on a
deferred basis.

Institutions are encouraged to implement a deferral schedule, that properly aligns staff compensation with
the institution's business, economic cycle, and risk profile, so that a sufficient portion of variable
compensation can be adjusted to results through ex-post risk adjustments.

This schedule consists of the portion of variable compensation deferred, the length of the deferral period
and the speed ofvesting of the deferred compensation.

In the event of poor or negative performance by the institutions, leading to a reduction in the total amount
of variable compensation, the payment of variable compensation may be subject to specific arrangements
implemented by the institutions, as referred to in Directive 2013/36/EU.

In addition, article L.511-84-1 of the French Monetary and Financial Code specifies that the variable portion
that may be reduced or even recovered as a penalty is excluded from the calculation of several indemnities
in the event of dismissal, including the legal indemnity for dismissal.

Finally, following Law No. 2013-672 of 26 July 2013 on the separation and regulation of banking activities,
the variable remuneration of managers and traders is capped, and cannot exceed the fixed part. In
addition, a "say on pay" mechanism has been implemented (ie, the general meeting of shareholders must
be consulted on the remuneration paid to executives and traders).

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Yes, there are specific sets of rules on remuneration in the financial services sector, varying in detail per
sub-sector. Rules are particularly strict for material risk-takers of significant institutions in light of the
increased risk profile of their activities for the entire organisation.

Variable and fixed remuneration must have an appropriate ratio to each other. For financial institutions, the
ratio is appropriate if the variable remuneration both complies with an upper limit of 100% of the fixed
remuneration (up to 200% maximum based on a shareholders’ resolution) and provides an effective
behavioural incentive. Further, variable remuneration may need to be spread over deferral periods.
Depending on the sector, remuneration may have to be made subject to malus, holdback or clawback
provisions in case specific risks materialise or the employee is found guilty of misconduct. Further, certain
remuneration elements must be granted in instruments instead of cash payments, with restrictions around
this element again varying by sub-sector.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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France
Author: Béatrice Pola

In general, "the employer shall ensure that employees are adapted to their workstation" and "shall ensure
that their ability to hold a job is maintained, particularly with regard to changes in jobs, technologies and
organizations". This general obligation is imposed on the employer if there is a change in the job
description.

In addition, the FMA General Regulation requires all persons mentioned in article 325-24 of the Monetary
and Financial Code, including investment service providers, salespersons, managers, and persons
responsible for clearing financial instruments, to undergo annual training appropriate to their activity and
experience.

Law 2016-1691 of 9 December 2016 on transparency, the fight against corruption and the modernisation of
economic life also provides that in companies employing at least 500 people, or belonging to a group of
companies whose parent company has its registered office in France and whose workforce includes at least
500 people, and whose revenue or consolidated revenue is more than €100 million, a training system must
be set up for managers and staff most exposed to the risks of corruption and influence peddling.

Decree no. 2022-894 of 15 June 2022 on the conditions governing the exercise of the profession of
intermediary in banking operations and payment services introduces a new obligation in terms of
continuing training. From now on, all intermediaries in banking operations and payment services carrying
out intermediary activities in real estate credit and their staff must update their professional knowledge and
skills, as part of their continuing education, “through professional training of sufficient duration adapted to
their activities, taking particular account of changes in the applicable legislation or regulations” (article L.
519-11-3 of of the Monetary and Financial Code). Finally, as we have seen, some positions in the financial
services industry may require specific training and certification.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Qualification requirements exist for specific roles (eg, traders), and employers must ensure they comply
with them by only contracting employees with the required skills, certifications and experience. The
expertise of employees providing investment advice, sales representation, and compliance advice must
also be continuously maintained and regularly updated.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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10. Are there any circumstances in which
notifications relating to the employee or their
conduct will need to be made to local or international
regulators?
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Author: Béatrice Pola

In principle, the relationship between companies and employees in the financial services sector is private.
As such, companies do not have to communicate confidential information about their employees to third
parties, as this would constitute an infringement of their fundamental freedoms. However, in certain cases,
employers must alert the competent authorities in the event of behaviour or "suspicions" of behaviour by
one of their employees that is contrary to the law.

Thus, the Monetary and Financial Code provides that companies in the financial services sector, referred to
in article L.561-2 of the code (the list of which was updated by Ordinance no. 2023-1139 of December 6,
2023 on credit managers and credit buyers to include "Credit managers"), must report to the national
financial intelligence unit (Tracfin) all sums or transactions that they suspect to be the result of an offence
punishable by a prison sentence of more than one year, or related to the financing of terrorism or tax
evasion. This declaration may be made in respect of any employee of one of these companies.

In addition, when facts likely to constitute violations of the anticorruption code of conduct or to qualify as
corruption or influence peddling are brought to the attention of the company and its managers, an internal
investigation must be conducted (article 17 of Law No. 2016-1691 of 9 December 2016 on transparency). If
the investigation confirms the suspicions, the employer must, on the one hand, sanction the employee, but
also inform the prosecuting authority of the facts.

In smaller companies, the employer will also be able to report to the prosecution authorities any behaviour
that could lead to criminal sanctions.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Yes. Under section 87 WpHG, investment firms must notify BaFin of any changes regarding employees
providing investment advice, sales representation, and compliance advice. This includes, for example,
personal data or a change of the responsible sales representative, but also the termination of the activity.
Changes must be communicated to BaFin within one month.

Further, investment firms must notify BaFin as soon as a substantial customer complaint is made against
one or more employees based on his or her activities in connection with investment advice. This applies, for
example, to allegations of incorrect investment advice. The notification to BaFin must be submitted within
six weeks of receipt of the complaint. Details on the content of the notification are governed by section 8
paragraph 4 of the Securities Trading Act Employee Notification Ordinance.

There are further notification obligations if there are doubts about an employee‘s reliability under the
relevant statutory rules. For example, in their initial declaration of reliability under section 24 paragraph 1
No. 1 KWG and section 5b Ordinance on Notifications and Submission of Documents under the KWG, future
managing directors and persons acting as sole representatives of credit institutions and financial services
institutions must immediately report to BaFin in writing any subsequent changes that may be relevant to
their reliability. This applies to all facts that were also relevant for the initial reliability assessment (eg,
because an employee was convicted of certain financial crimes). In addition, BaFin must also receive
notifications of preliminary proceedings, indictments and convictions of certain financial sector employees
according to the Order on Notifications in Criminal Matters.

Last updated on 16/02/2024
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11. Are there any particular requirements that
employers should implement with respect to the
prevention of wrongdoing, for example, related to
whistleblowing or the prevention of harassment?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

Financial services companies, like any private employer, must implement procedures to prevent
wrongdoing.

Concerning harassment, the Labour and the Penal Codes punish acts constituting moral and sexual
harassment. It is the employer's responsibility, under their safety obligation, to prevent and, if necessary,
deal with any behaviour constituting moral harassment. In this respect, an individual must be appointed by
the social and economic committee to combat sexual harassment and sexist behaviour.

For whistleblowing, following Directive 2019/1937/EU, the system for whistleblowers that already existed in
France was strengthened by Law 2022-401 of 21 March 2022 on the protection of whistleblowers. From
now on, companies with more than 50 employees must internally set up a procedure for collecting and
handling whistleblowers. Without an internal procedure, the whistleblower can go through an external
channel, which presents a risk to the company's reputation.

In addition, following Law 2022-401, the FMA and the French Prudential Supervision and Resolution
Authority have set up special procedures allowing any person to report to them, even anonymously, any
infringement of European legislation, the Monetary and Financial Code or the AMF General Regulation
(articles L. 634-1 to L. 634-4 of the Monetary and Financial Code).

Last updated on 16/04/2024

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Employers are generally required under German law, regardless of their industry, to exercise a duty of
protection regarding their employees. If they become aware of allegations of employee harassment, the
employer must investigate and take appropriate steps to either dispel the suspicion (and protect the
employee incorrectly accused of harassment) or sanction the perpetrator. As such, many employers have a
process or policy in place governing this.

From July 2023, employers must observe the mandatory regulations of the Whistleblower Protection Act,
implementing the EU Whistleblower Directive. This regulation applies automatically to many institutions in
the financial sector, and beyond that to others based on their number of employees (starting with a
headcount of over 50) or by virtue of belonging to the public sector. In corporate groups, multiple
employers can set up a joint office to receive reports and conduct further investigations. Public sector
employers must, in principle, establish an internal reporting office regardless of the number of employees.
In addition, employees will also have the option to report breaches externally. The purpose of the new
legislation is to strengthen the protection of whistleblowers and ensure that they do not face any
disadvantages within the framework of the legal requirements – including, inter alia, where the
whistleblowing concerns matters such as breaches of European law concerning financial services, financial
products and financial markets, as well as the prevention of money laundering and terrorist financing.

An office at the Federal Ministry of Justice will be established as the governing body for the new law. In
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addition, the Federal Antitrust Office and BaFin will be responsible for sanctioning certain breaches under
their respective remit (antitrust and financial services, respectively).

Last updated on 16/04/2024

12. Are there any particular rules or protocols that
apply when terminating the employment of an
employee in the financial services sector, including
where a settlement agreement is entered into?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

The general law regarding dismissals applies to employees in the financial services sector. Under French
law, there are two grounds for dismissal: personal reasons, which are related to the employee's behaviour
or state of health; and economic reasons, which are not related to the employee. In both cases, the cause
must be real and serious (ie, the reason must be objective and materially verifiable, as well as
proportionate to the facts put forward). Failing that, the judge may propose the reinstatement of the
employee, but if one of the parties refuses, then the employee is entitled to compensation for dismissal
without real and serious cause, the latter depending on the employee's seniority.

Certain grounds for dismissal are null and void, in particular dismissals that are discriminatory or contrary
to a fundamental freedom. The employee may then be reinstated (in very specificcases) or compensated,
but this compensation may not be less than six months' salary.

Dismissal for personal reasons cannot be declared before a preliminary interview with the employee and
must be notified at least two working days after this interview, unless otherwise stipulated by collective
bargaining agreement. For example, the national collective bargaining agreement for the banking industry
stipulates that the preliminary interview cannot take place less than 7 calendar days, except in the case of
more favourable legal provisions or specific arrangements (e.g. inaptitude), from the date of first
presentation to the employee of the letter of summons (article 26).

Dismissal for economic reasons may be individual or collective. Individual dismissals for economic reasons
also require a prior interview and notification of redundancy, but above all notification to the
Administration. Collective dismissals for economic reasons require consultation of the Social and Economic
Committee, as well as the establishment of an employment protection plan if the termination concerns at
least 10 employees within 30 days.

Since 1 July 2010, the FMA's General Regulation requires investment service providers to pass an
examination to obtain certification. This certification must be obtained within six months of hiring, so not
securing this certification by the end of this period may justify a dismissal.

A dismissal means a redundancy payment is excluded, except in the case of employment protection plans,
from assessment for social security contributions for the portion not subject to income tax within certain
exemption limits. In addition, article L.511-84-1 of the French Monetary and Financial Code excludes the
variable portion of compensation that may be reduced or recovered as a penalty under the "clawback"
mechanism from assessment for severance pay.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Employment relationships with risk-takers of significant institutions whose annual fixed remuneration
exceeds three times the contribution assessment ceiling for general pension insurance can be terminated
more easily, in return for a severance payment, even if a unilateral dismissal is not socially justified. For
this purpose, the institution needs to file a motion to the labour court to terminate the employment
relationship during an ongoing dismissal protection dispute. The court will then terminate the employment
relationship and award a severance payment of up to 12 months‘ salary.

Where employers wish to amicably terminate an employment relationship, they will usually offer a
termination agreement that provides for a severance payment as consideration for the job loss. Severance
payments offered by institutions under the German Banking Act are, in principle, treated as variable
remuneration from a regulatory perspective. Unless certain exceptions and privileges apply, this means
that severance payments are subject to the regulatory remuneration rules that apply to variable
remuneration, meaning that, for example, the bonus cap and ex-post risk adjustment mechanisms of IVV
apply (section 5 paragraph 6 sentence 1 IVV). Exceptions are permissible, inter alia, if severance payments
are granted in line with the company’s general policy on severance payments, payments to which there is
a legal entitlement, and severance payments to be made based on a final judgment or court settlement.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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13. Are there any particular rules that apply in
relation to the use of post-termination restrictive
covenants for employees in the financial services
sector?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

Three specific clauses are potentially relevant to employees in the financial services sector.

Firstly, regarding the confidentiality clause, employees in the financial services sector are bound to respect
professional and banking secrecy.

More specifically, article 25 of Section III of Chapter 4 of Title II of Book 1 of the national collective
agreement for financial companies of 22 November 1968, provides that all staff members are bound by
professional secrecy within the company and towards third parties. Employees may not knowingly pass on
to another company information specific to their employer or previous employer.

Article 24 of Chapter 3 of Title III of the national collective bargaining agreement for bank employees of 10
January 2000 codifies the absolute respect of professional secrecy.

Article 44 of Chapter 2 of Title IV of the national collective bargaining agreement for the financial markets
of 11 June 2010 states that the employee must comply specifically with the rules of conduct regarding
professional secrecy, both within the company and concerning third parties.

Confidentiality clauses can also be concluded between the employee and his or her employer, to reinforce
the obligation of confidentiality.

In principle, a confidentiality clause allows for the protection of certain information exchanged during the
contract and can be enforced after the termination of the employment contract if it is not perpetual. In this
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case, it is quite conceivable to contractualise such an obligation for employees in the financial services
sector because of their functions, which by their very nature require discretion.

The law already states that anyone who uses or discloses confidential information obtained in the course of
negotiations without authorisation is liable. Case law has addressed the issue of confidentiality clauses by
ruling that an employee not executing this clause after his or her departure makes him or her liable for the
resulting damage, without the employer having to prove gross negligence. The clause may be accompanied
by a pecuniary sanction, which may be altered by the judge if it is lenient or excessive.

This clause in no way imposes a non-compete obligation and, therefore, does not entitle the employee to
financial compensation.

In practice, it is complex to ensure compliance with this clause; however, the more specific the clause, the
more effective it is.

Secondly, a non-compete clause allows an employer to limit an employee's professional activity at the end
of an employment contract to prevent that employee from working for a competing company.

Despite the specificity of the activities of the financial sector, it seems that the common law of
noncompetition clauses applies.

Thus, such a clause may be provided for by a collective agreement, in which case it is a conventional non-
compete obligation. To be enforceable, the employee must have been informed of the existence of the
applicable collective agreement. In this case, article 35 of Chapter I of Title IV of the national collective
bargaining agreement for financial markets of 11 June 2010 provides for a non-compete obligation.

The non-compete clause is, in the majority of cases, contractual (ie, present in the employee’s employment
contract). To be valid, this clause must meet various cumulative conditions to be compatible with the
principle of freedom to work.

It must be essential to the protection of the legitimate interests of the company, limited in time and space,
take into account the specificities of the employee's job, and include an obligation for the employer to pay
the employee meaningful financial compensation. All these conditions are cumulative, and the employer
cannot unilaterally extend the scope of the clause, otherwise it is null and void. Given the specificity of the
activity of companies in the financial services sector, the condition of protection of the legitimate interests
of the company would be met. However, taking into account the specificities of the employee's job may
undermine such a clause if it is proven that his or her training and experience would prevent him or her
from finding a job. The company's interest in imposing a noncompete clause must therefore be
demonstrated.

The judge may restrict the application of the non-compete clause by limiting its effect in time, space or
other terms when it does not allow the employee to engage in an activity consistent with his or her training
and experience. However, the scope of application of the clause cannot be reduced by the judge if only the
nullity of the clause has been invoked by the employee. If the non-compete clause is not enforced, the
employer may take summary proceedings against the former employee who does not respect it, and also
against the employee's new employer if they were hired with full knowledge of the facts, or if they continue
to be employed after learning of the clause.

The employer may waive the clause if this is explicit and results from an unequivocal will. In the specific
case of contractual termination, the employer who wishes to waive the clause must do so no later than the
termination date set in the agreement.

Finally, concerning the non-solicitation clause, such a clause can be concluded between two companies
through a commercial contract. These companies mutually prohibit each other from hiring their respective
employees. Therefore, this clause is distinct from a non-compete clause and does not meet its conditions of
validity. However, it must be proportionate to the legitimate interests to be protected given the purpose of
the contract.
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Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Post-contractual non-compete obligations will typically only be binding when a severance payment is
agreed upon that amounts to at least 50% of the pro-rated annual remuneration that the employee
received before the obligation comes into force). It is advisable to regularly review for which roles such
arrangements are agreed upon as they can be costly, and a unilateral waiver does not automatically
eliminate the obligation to pay compensation, only if sufficient advance notice is given.

In the financial services sector, the severance payment for non-competition covenants is considered
variable remuneration and subject to the same regulatory compensation rules (for example, section 5
paragraph 6 sentence 1 IVV, section 6 paragraph 4 No. 2 Investment Firm Remuneration Ordinance).
However, severance payments do not have to be factored into the ratio of variable to fixed remuneration
according to section 25a paragraph 5 sentences 2 to 5 KWG if, subject to section 74 paragraph 2 of the
German Commercial Code, the payments do not exceed the total fixed remuneration originally owed.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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