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11. Are there any particular requirements that
employers should implement with respect to the
prevention of wrongdoing, for example, related to
whistleblowing or the prevention of harassment?

Germany
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Employers are generally required under German law, regardless of their industry, to exercise a duty of
protection regarding their employees. If they become aware of allegations of employee harassment, the
employer must investigate and take appropriate steps to either dispel the suspicion (and protect the
employee incorrectly accused of harassment) or sanction the perpetrator. As such, many employers have a
process or policy in place governing this.

From July 2023, employers must observe the mandatory regulations of the Whistleblower Protection Act,
implementing the EU Whistleblower Directive. This regulation applies automatically to many institutions in
the financial sector, and beyond that to others based on their number of employees (starting with a
headcount of over 50) or by virtue of belonging to the public sector. In corporate groups, multiple
employers can set up a joint office to receive reports and conduct further investigations. Public sector
employers must, in principle, establish an internal reporting office regardless of the number of employees.
In addition, employees will also have the option to report breaches externally. The purpose of the new
legislation is to strengthen the protection of whistleblowers and ensure that they do not face any
disadvantages within the framework of the legal requirements – including, inter alia, where the
whistleblowing concerns matters such as breaches of European law concerning financial services, financial
products and financial markets, as well as the prevention of money laundering and terrorist financing.

An office at the Federal Ministry of Justice will be established as the governing body for the new law. In
addition, the Federal Antitrust Office and BaFin will be responsible for sanctioning certain breaches under
their respective remit (antitrust and financial services, respectively).
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Anti-money laundering and counter-financing of terrorism

Financial services employees are required to receive training on anti-money laundering and counter-
financing of terrorism. New staff should be required to attend initial training as soon as possible after being
hired or appointed. Apart from the initial training, refresher training should be provided regularly to ensure
that staff are reminded of their responsibilities and are kept informed of new developments (see question
8).

Whistleblowing

There is no single comprehensive whistleblowing legislation to protect whistleblowers in Hong Kong.
However, piecemeal provisions in various ordinances may protect specific whistleblowers for the reporting
of specific offences. For example, the Employment Ordinance provides that an employer shall not
terminate (or threaten to terminate) the employment of, or in any way discriminate against, an employee
because the employee has given evidence or information in any proceedings or inquiry in connection with
the enforcement of the Employment Ordinance, work accidents or breach of work safety legislation.

While it is not legally required, as good practice, employers should consider implementing a whistleblowing
policy to set out, among others, the type of incidents that should be reported and the procedures for filing
the report.

Workplace harassment

Under the Sex Discrimination Ordinance, Disability Discrimination Ordinance and Race Discrimination
Ordinance, any harassment in the workplace based on sex, pregnancy, disability and race (which includes
colour, descent, ethnic or national origins) is unlawful.

As employers are vicariously liable for the wrongful acts of their employees (whether or not the act was
done with the employer’s knowledge or approval), one of the statutory defences is for employers to
establish that they took “reasonably practicable steps” to prevent the wrongful act in the workplace.
Employers should therefore put in place anti-harassment policies and procedures to prevent harassment
from happening in the workplace and to provide complaint or reporting procedures to handle such
incidents.
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