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03. What documents should be put in place when
engaging employees within the financial services
industry?  Are any particular contractual documents
required?
 

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

German law does not treat financial services employees differently from employees of other industries, in
that an employment agreement does not necessarily have to be in writing to come into existence. It is,
however, common (best) practice and highly recommended for risk mitigation and transparency reasons
that parties enter into a written employment agreement. For some provisions to be valid, such as a post-
contractual non-compete or a fixed-term agreement, a qualified electronic or wet-ink signature is
mandatory.

Further, employers must also provide employees with a wet-ink signed certification document summarising
the essential conditions of employment under the German Evidence Act. Failure to provide such a
document does not render the employment contract invalid, but a breach of the documentation
requirement constitutes an administrative offence that may trigger fines. The German government has
proposed an Act to modify the wet-ink signature requirement and also allow for electronic signatures, but
has not provided a clear timeline for it coming into force yet.

Remuneration is typically governed under the employment contract and references a firm’s remuneration
policy, which must be put in place for regular staff as well as identified risk-takers, with a dedicated set of
rules varying per industry sub-sector.

Finally, depending on the case, certain documentation may need to be filed with BaFin before an employee
can take up their tasks (see question 2).
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Author: Simone Wetzstein , Matthias Lötscher , Sarah Vettiger

No special contractual documents are required when engaging employees within the financial services
industry.

However, it is generally recommended to conclude a written employment contract with each employee.
FINMA, for instance, requires a copy of employment contracts concluded with senior management of
regulated entities.
In particular, the employment contract should reference the employer’s (regulatory) set of directions and
the employee’s obligation to comply with said instructions. In addition, because regulated companies such
as banks, securities firms, fund management companies, managers of collective assets or asset managers
are required to obtain authorisation from FINMA before the engagement of key personnel, it may be
sensible to include a condition precedent relating to FINMA’s acceptance of the relevant employee in the
employment contract.

The mandatory, partially mandatory, and optional elements of an individual employment contract are
outlined in article 319 et seq of the CO (in particular regarding remuneration, working time, vacation, and
incapacity for work). Further regulations may apply based on collective bargaining agreements.
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14. Are non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) potentially
lawful in your jurisdiction? If so, must they follow any
particular form or rules?

Germany
Author: Till Heimann , Anne-Kathrin Bertke , Marina Christine Csizmadia

Under German law, it is permissible to enter into non-disclosure and confidentiality agreements. In practice,
NDAs are usually agreed upon in written or text form, although this is not legally required. If drafted for use
in multiple cases, NDAs are subject to a particularly strict test to be effective: they must be transparent and
may not unduly burden the employee under General Terms and Conditions legislation. NDAs should,
therefore, only relate to very limited and specific information.

In practice, NDAs are difficult to enforce as it is the employer who must prove a culpable breach of
contract, as well as damages resulting from such a breach. Employers should, therefore, also use other
means to ensure data protection and confidentiality, such as properly defining and protecting business
secrets under the Business Secrets Act; and implementing technical and organisational measures to limit
access to certain information, which may include sharing information only on a need-to-know basis.
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Non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) are generally lawful in Switzerland. However, NDAs are not regulated by
statutory law and therefore do not have to follow any particular statutory form or rule. Nevertheless, most
NDAs often contain a similar basic structure.
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The core clauses of an NDA concern:

manufacturing and business secrets or the scope of further confidentiality;
the purpose of use;
the return and destruction of devices containing confidential information; and
post-contractual confidentiality obligations.

As a general rule, it is recommended to use the written form.

To ensure possible enforcement of an NDA in the employment context, the requirements of a post-
contractual non-compete obligation (see below) must be met.
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