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01. What is the primary regulatory regime applicable
to financial services employees in your jurisdiction?
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Financial services industry employers and their employees are subject to a multi-layered legal framework,
which varies depending on the business activity of the respective institution. In each case, it comprises a
patchwork of overarching EU law, local law, and ordinances issued by the regulatory watchdog, the Federal
Financial Supervisory Authority (BaFin). Employees are particularly affected by specific remuneration
principles targeted at avoiding excessive risk-taking.

Banks and financial services

These providers are subject to the German Banking Act (KWG), with a few exceptions (eg, certain
provisions do not apply to some institutions due to the nature of their business (section 2 KWG)). The KWG
provides, inter alia, a slightly reduced level of dismissal protection for certain banking employees and sets
out rules for an appropriate ratio between variable and fixed annual remuneration for employees and
managing directors. Bonuses may not exceed the fixed salary, unless the institution’s shareholders
approve an increase of up to twice the fixed salary by qualified majority vote. Further details are set out in
the Remuneration Ordinance for Financial Institutions (IVV) issued by BaFin. In addition, banks and financial
service providers are under certain prerequisites subject to the EU Capital Requirements Regulation
(Regulation (EU) No. 575/2013 (CRR) as modified by Regulation (EU) No. 2019/876 of 20 May 2019).

Insurance providers

These are subject to the Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/35 (Solvency II Regulation), which
applies directly and takes precedence over national law. The Insurance Regulation Act governs regulatory
supervision and forms the basis for a BaFin-issued insurance compensation ordinance. Compared to
banking’s IVV, this is much broader in scope and only applies when not overridden by rules set out in the
Solvency II Regulation.

Investment funds

These are subject to the German Capital Investment Code (KAGB), which provides specific rules on
remuneration for employees, as well as Annex II of Directive 2011/61/EU for alternative investment funds
and articles 14a, 14b of Directive 2009/65/EC for undertakings for collective investments in transferable
securities. There is no BaFin ordinance (comparable to IVV for banks) for this sector yet, although BaFin
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could be authorised to issue one. Section 37 paragraph 1 KAGB provides that investment funds should
establish a remuneration system for certain employees, such as managers, that is consistent with and
conducive to a sound and effective risk management system, that does not create incentives to take
inappropriate risks, and does not prevent the investment fund from acting dutifully in the best interests of
the investment assets.  

Investment firms

Finally, these are subject to a different regulatory regime depending on their size and impact. Larger
investment firms are subject to the risk and remuneration regime for banks, while medium-sized
investment firms (since June 2021) are subject to the new German Securities Act (WpIG). The Act
implements the Investment Firm Directive (Directive (EU) 2019/2034) and is complemented by the
Investment Firm Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2019/2033). Commission Delegated Regulations specify the
standards to identify risk-takers, and Guidance by the European Securities and Markets Authority further
detail the requirements for sound remuneration policies. In January, 2024, a new remuneration regime –
the Investment Firm Remuneration Ordinance (WpI-VergV) – was introduced by BaFin after a multi-year
consultation phase. Quite similar to the regime for banks and financial services, but with a few subtle
differences, these rules must now be applied to the remuneration of medium-sized investment firms and
especially their risk takers. Small investment firms are only subject to a low level of regulation. Further
regulatory rules are set out, inter alia, in the German Securities Trading Act (WpHG) and the Financial
Investment Mediation Ordinance, setting out behavioural standards for employees interacting with
customers.
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Employment law in Switzerland is based mainly on the following sources, set out in order of priority:

the Federal Constitution;
Cantonal Constitutions;
public law, particularly the Federal Act on Work in Industry, Crafts and Commerce (the Labour Act) and
five ordinances issued under this Act regulating work, and health and safety conditions;
civil law, particularly the Swiss Code of Obligations (CO);
collective bargaining agreements, if applicable;
individual employment agreements; and
usage, custom, doctrine, and case law.

Depending on the regulatory status of the employer and the specific activities of financial services
employees, respectively, Swiss financial market laws may also apply. They are, in particular, the Federal
banking, financial institutions and insurance supervision regulations.
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Employees who qualify as risk-takers have enhanced responsibilities due to their influence on an
institution’s risk profile, including documentation requirements. Investment brokers advising private clients
are also subject to strict rules and extensive documentation requirements, inter alia, on the investment
advice provided and how the investment was tailored to the preferences, investment objectives, and other
characteristics of the investor.
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Specifically, employees holding executive, overall management, oversight or control functions in regulated
companies are responsible for ensuring that the companies’ organization ensures the continued
compliance with applicable financial market laws. Swiss financial market laws do not have enhanced
responsibilities for different employee categories. Instead, a person’s fitness and propriety are assessed
within the context of the specific requirements and functions of a given company, the scope of activities at
that company, and the complexity of that company.
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