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02. Are there particular pre-screening measures that
need to be taken when engaging a financial services
employee?  Does this vary depending on seniority or
type of role?  In particular, is there any form of
regulator-specified reference that has to be provided
by previous employers in the financial services
industry?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

In the financial services sector, candidates must comply with standard recruitment practices, but also with
suitability, requirements and, for certain positions, with supervision by the ACPR or the European Central
Bank (ECB).

Traditionally, employees in the financial services sector are required to provide the usual documents
requested when applying for a job: a cover letter and a curriculum vitae. This is especially important
because, as we will see, access to certain positions is conditional. For example, investment advisors must
provide proof of either a national diploma attesting to three years of study, or training, or professional
experience in the field.

Also, due to the very nature of the financial services business, employees of companies in the sector are
required to be honourable.

The Monetary and Financial Code provides that certain operational activities in the financial services
sector, such as being a managing director, are barred in the event of a felony conviction, a prison sentence
of at least six months with a suspended sentence in connection with the financial world, or a management
ban (article L. 500-1 of the Monetary and Financial Code). For this reason, the criminal record of a
concerned candidate is generally requested at the time of hiring.

In addition, the appointment or renewal of a senior executive of a credit institution, a finance company, an
investment firm other than a portfolio management company, a payment institution or an electronic money
institution must be ratified by the ACPR, and by the ECB in the case of major credit institutions. Validation
of the appointment or renewal is based on good reputation and competence, which is assessed based on
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five criteria: experience, reputation, absence of conflicts of interest and independence of mind, availability,
and collective ability.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

In addition to the standard hiring measures that must be taken when engaging an employee, several
additional steps must be taken when engaging financial services employees in the United States. Generally,
financial services employees must pass certain screening and disclosure steps, including:

background checks;
criminal background disclosures; and
fingerprinting.

Broker-dealers and investment advisors must register with FINRA (see below).

Background checks

FINRA-regulated entities must investigate each person they plan to register with FINRA to ensure that they
meet FINRA Form U4 requirements regarding that person’s history of formal charges and indictments.

If the applicant has previously registered with FINRA, broker-dealers must also review an applicant’s most
recent Form U5 or be able to demonstrate to FINRA that it has made reasonable efforts to review Form U5
but has been unable to do so. If the applicant has previously registered with a CFTC-registered firm, the
broker-dealer must review CFTC Form 8-T.

Bank employees must undergo a background check. Certain criminal conduct may statutorily disqualify an
applicant from employment. For example, federal law prohibits any person convicted of a criminal offence
involving dishonesty or breach of trust (or who has entered into a pre-trial diversion or similar programme
regarding such an offence) from serving as a director, officer, or employee of an FDIC-insured bank without
the FDIC's consent. Banks must conduct reasonable inquiries into an applicant’s background to avoid hiring
persons barred from employment by this law. Banks may be protected from claims of disparate impact
(under state “ban-the-box” laws) when terminating or withdrawing offers from disqualified employees
under this law. Both California and New York explicitly provide such carve-outs. However, these are
position-specific rather than employer-specific, and employees with positions not subject to FINRA or other
statutorily required background checks or disqualifiers based on criminal history may still be subject to
state or local “fair chance” or ban-the-box laws. Therefore, as a best practice, non-bank financial services
employers should avoid relying on these exceptions for all of their employees. Relatedly, the FDIC does not
consider “de minimus” criminal violations disqualifying, including minor offences by young adults, bad
cheques for less than $1,000 and simple theft of less than $500.

Fingerprinting

Entities covered by the SEC are also subject to fingerprinting requirements. Every member of a national
securities exchange, broker, dealer, registered transfer agent, registered clearing agency, registered
securities information processor, national securities exchange, and national securities association must
ensure that each of its partners, directors, officers, and employees are fingerprinted and must submit such
fingerprints, or cause the same to be submitted, to the Attorney General of the United States for
identification and appropriate processing. Employees who will not be selling, keeping, or handling securities
or supervising those who do are exempt from this requirement.

While New York generally prohibits fingerprinting, there is an exception where, as here, fingerprinting is
statutorily required.

California Financing Law requires fingerprinting for certain individuals seeking to license in California.
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Please note, during the COVID-19 epidemic, the SEC temporarily paused the fingerprinting requirements.
This pause was lifted in September 2022.

Last updated on 22/01/2023

03. What documents should be put in place when
engaging employees within the financial services
industry?  Are any particular contractual documents
required?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

The hiring of employees in the financial services sector follows the common law regime. Thus, in principle,
the hiring of an employee means the contractualising of the employment relationship. Although it is not in
principle mandatory for the parties to sign an employment contract, but for exceptional cases (part-time
employment contract, fixed-term contract, etc), it is nevertheless recommended to contractualise the
relationship to avoid any future dispute.

It is also common, at the time of hiring, for the employee to commit to a non-compete and confidentiality
obligation concerning his employer, either through clauses in his employment contract or through a
separate agreement. These obligations must be the subject of a signed document and are therefore
generally incorporated into the employment contract. In addition, most companies in the financial services
sector make the hiring of an employee conditional upon that person signing a charter of good conduct or a
policy to prevent and manage conflicts of interest.

The employer is also required to make a pre-employment declaration.

Finally, as stated, for certain positions, the employer must notify the ACPR or the ECB of the hire, and they
must ratify the appointment.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

FINRA

Broker-dealers and investment advisors regulated by FINRA must electronically file FINRA’s Form U4 when
registering “associated persons” with FINRA or transferring their registration to another broker-dealer.
Broker-dealers must also create and implement written procedures to verify the facts disclosed by
prospective employees on the U4.

“Associated persons” include employees of all levels involved with investment and securities
operations.
The U4 form requires disclosure of the associated person’s background history, including any criminal
convictions or civil actions, regulatory proceedings or sanctions, administrative proceedings, financial
disclosures (such as bankruptcy), customer complaints, or arbitration awards.
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Form U4 also contains an agreement requiring employees to submit to arbitration “any dispute, claim or
controversy that may arise between [them and their] firm, or a customer, or any other person…”

Member firms must provide registered employees with an arbitration disclosure when asked to sign a U4.

SEC

SEC-regulated entities require every prospective employee to complete a questionnaire disclosing their
identifying information, employment history, and record of any disciplinary actions, denial or suspension of
membership of registration, criminal record, or any record of civil action against that employee. FINRA form
U4, if completed, fulfils the requirements of this Rule.

California

California employees must be provided with:

A notice of workers’ compensation rights;
notice of disability insurance and paid family leave insurance benefits;
sexual harassment information under the Fair Employment and Housing Act;
notice of pay information (if applicable);
commission contract (if applicable);
notice of rights for victims of crime or abuse; and
lactation accommodation policy

New York

New York employees must be provided with:

notice of pay rate and pay days;
commissions Agreement (if applicable);
New York Health and Essential Rights Act;
notice of electronic monitoring;
New York State Workers’ Compensation Board Statement of Rights – Disability Benefits Law;
New York State Paid Family Leave Statement of Rights;
New York City Earned Safe and Sick Time Act (City only);
New York City Stop Sexual Harassment Act fact sheet (City only); and
New York City Pregnancy Accommodations at Work fact sheet (City only).

Last updated on 22/01/2023

04. Do any categories of employee need to have
special certification in order to undertake duties for
financial services employers?  If so, what are the
requirements that apply?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

Since 1 July 2010, the FMA General Regulation requires investment services providers to pass an
examination to ensure that certain employees have a minimum knowledge base in the field.

This applies to salespersons, managers, financial instrument clearing managers, post-trade managers,
financial analysts, financial instruments traders, compliance and internal control officers, and investment
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services compliance officers.

Since 1 January 2020, the following must also obtain certification: natural persons acting as a financial
investment advisor; natural persons with the power to manage the legal person authorised as a financial
investment advisor; and persons employed to provide investment advice by the legal person authorised as
a financial investment advisor.

FMA certification must be obtained within a maximum of six months of the beginning of that person’s
employment with an investment services provider. Certification is issued by FMA-certified organisations.

People already in practice before 1 July 2010 are exempt from this certification. This is known as a
grandfather clause.

In addition to this minimum knowledge requirement, certain professionals are subject to an assessment of
their knowledge and skills. This applies to natural persons who provide not only information but also
financial advice, and generally takes the form of an annual evaluation interview.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

For an individual’s FINRA registration to become effective, they must pass the Securities Industries
Essentials examination. FINRA rules also require registered persons to participate in continuing education
courses. Failure to do so may result in a covered person’s registration being deemed inactive until the
requirement has been satisfied.

California Financing Law requires the licensing and regulation of finance lenders and brokers making and
brokering consumer and commercial loans, unless exempt.

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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05. Do any categories of employee have enhanced
responsibilities under the applicable regulatory
regime?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

The activities of certain categories of employees in the financial services sector benefit from greater
supervision, due to the risky nature of their activity. These include employees who have business dealings
with individuals and employees who may have exposure to the financial markets.

Thus, Article L.533-10 of the Monetary and Financial Code provides that portfolio management companies
and investment service providers must, on the one hand, put in place rules and procedures to ensure
compliance with the provisions applicable to them. On the other hand, they must put in place rules and
procedures defining the conditions and limits under which their employees may carry out personal
transactions on their behalf.
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They must still take all reasonable steps to prevent conflicts of interest that could affect their clients. In
practice, these employees may be referred to as "sensitive personnel".

In addition, Law No. 2013-672 of 26 July 2013, on the separation and regulation of banking activities
introduced several provisions constraining employees who may expose their company to the financial
markets. These employees must comply with strict obligations in their activity to limit risk-taking.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

While there are certain responsibilities for financial employees, such as being able to pass applicable
certifications (see question 4) or registering with certain entities (see question 6), the American regulatory
system does not include statutory delineations that create enhanced responsibilities for certain categories
of employees.

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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06. Is there a register of financial services employees
that individuals will need to be listed on to undertake
particular business activities?  If so, what are the
steps required for registration?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

In principle, working in the financial services sector does not require registration. However, some
companies, such as banks, must be licensed.

The following natural persons who are not employees of a legal person must be registered in the Single
Register of Insurance, Banking and Finance Intermediaries (article L.546-1 of the Monetary and Financial
Code, amended by article 18 of order no. 2021-1735 of December 22, 2021 modernizing the framework for
participative financing):

intermediaries in banking and payment services as defined in article L. 519-1 of the Monetary and
Financial Code.
financial investment advisors as defined in article L. 541-1 of the Monetary and Financial Code;
tied agents as defined in article L. 545-1 of the Monetary and Financial Code and intermediaries in
participatory financing.

To be registered, these intermediaries must meet four professional conditions: professional liability
insurance, good repute, professional capacity and financial guarantees, which are verified by the unique
register of insurance, banking and financial intermediaries when they are registered.

In addition, the providers of participative financing services mentioned in article L. 547-1 of the Monetary
and Financial Code must be approved by the Financial Markets Authority (FMA).

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

FINRA

Broker-dealers and Investment Advisors regulated by FINRA must file FINRA’s Form U4 when registering
associated persons with FINRA or transferring their registration to another broker-dealer. Broker-dealers
must also create and implement written procedures to verify the facts disclosed by prospective employees
on the U4.

“Associated persons” include employees of all levels involved with the investment and securities
operations, including:

partners;
officers;
directors;
branch managers;
department supervisors;
investment bankers;
brokers;
financial consultants; and
salespeople.

The U4 form requires disclosure of the associated person’s background history, including any criminal
convictions or civil actions, regulatory proceedings or sanctions, administrative proceedings, financial
disclosures (such as bankruptcy), customer complaints, or arbitration awards.

SEC

Investment advisers must register with the SEC under the Advisers Act. They must submit Form ADV using
the Investment Adviser Registration Depository (IARD), an internet-based filing system maintained by
FINRA.

SEC-regulated entities require every prospective employee to complete a questionnaire disclosing their
identifying information, employment history, and record of any disciplinary actions, denial or suspension of
membership of registration, criminal record, or any record of civil action against that employee. FINRA form
U4, if completed, fulfils the requirements of this Rule.

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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08. Are there particular training requirements for
employees in the financial services sector?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

In general, "the employer shall ensure that employees are adapted to their workstation" and "shall ensure
that their ability to hold a job is maintained, particularly with regard to changes in jobs, technologies and
organizations". This general obligation is imposed on the employer if there is a change in the job
description.

In addition, the FMA General Regulation requires all persons mentioned in article 325-24 of the Monetary
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and Financial Code, including investment service providers, salespersons, managers, and persons
responsible for clearing financial instruments, to undergo annual training appropriate to their activity and
experience.

Law 2016-1691 of 9 December 2016 on transparency, the fight against corruption and the modernisation of
economic life also provides that in companies employing at least 500 people, or belonging to a group of
companies whose parent company has its registered office in France and whose workforce includes at least
500 people, and whose revenue or consolidated revenue is more than €100 million, a training system must
be set up for managers and staff most exposed to the risks of corruption and influence peddling.

Decree no. 2022-894 of 15 June 2022 on the conditions governing the exercise of the profession of
intermediary in banking operations and payment services introduces a new obligation in terms of
continuing training. From now on, all intermediaries in banking operations and payment services carrying
out intermediary activities in real estate credit and their staff must update their professional knowledge and
skills, as part of their continuing education, “through professional training of sufficient duration adapted to
their activities, taking particular account of changes in the applicable legislation or regulations” (article L.
519-11-3 of of the Monetary and Financial Code). Finally, as we have seen, some positions in the financial
services industry may require specific training and certification.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

All employees in some states, including California and New York, are required to receive periodic sexual
harassment training. Additionally, employees may be required to pass certain skills tests before registering
with regulators or engage in continuing education programmes (most notably FINRA, see question 4).

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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09. Is there a particular code of conduct and/or are
there other regulations regarding standards of
behaviour that financial services employees are
expected to adhere to?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

First of all, various obligations discussed so far have the effect of forcing, if they were not already there,
employees in the financial services sector to behave in an honourable manner and respect prudential rules.

In addition, Law 2016-1691 of 9 December 2016 on transparency, the fight against corruption and the
modernisation of economic life states in article 17 that in certain large companies, managers must take all
measures to prevent and detect the commission, in France or abroad, of acts of corruption or influence
peddling.

This means setting up a code of conduct that will be integrated into the internal regulations, in compliance
with the procedure for consulting employee representatives provided for in article L. 1321-4 of the French
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Labour Code.

This code of conduct involves the implementation of measures and procedures that will be monitored by
the French Anti-Corruption Agency. In particular, the code of conduct must define and provide examples of
the various types of behaviour to be prohibited as likely to constitute corruption or influence peddling. It
must also establish an evaluation and control system, as well as a disciplinary system, enabling the
company's employees to be sanctioned if there is a violation of the company's code of conduct.

In addition to this code of conduct, which is part of the internal regulations, almost all players in the
financial services sector have put in place charters and policies to protect confidential information and
regulate risky activities.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

Employees in some states, including California and New York, are required to receive periodic sexual
harassment training.

Employers are also required to implement anti-discrimination and anti-harassment policies that:

contain information about where and how employees can report improper conduct;
prohibit retaliation for reporting or opposing improper conduct, or participating in an investigation
regarding misconduct; and
comply with state and local provisions that require employer policies to contain certain provisions (eg,
New York, Los Angeles and San Francisco).

New York law prohibits employers from mandating confidentiality or non-disclosure provisions when settling
sexual harassment claims (though it allows such provisions where it is the employee’s preference to
include them).

California law prohibits employers from mandating confidentiality or non-disclosure provisions in
employment agreements, settlement agreements, and separation agreements that are designed to restrict
an employee's ability to disclose information about unlawful acts in the workplace, including information
pertaining to harassment or discrimination or any other conduct the employee has reason to believe is
unlawful.

FINRA and the SEC both have requirements and recommendations for social media use.

FINRA requires that broker-dealers retain records of social media communications related to the broker-
dealer’s business made using social media sites and adopt policies and procedures designed to ensure that
their employees who use social media sites for business purposes are appropriately supervised and trained,
and do not present an undue risk to investors.

The SEC similarly requires that social media use complies with all federal security laws, including antifraud,
compliance, and recordkeeping provisions.

Banking regulators provide guidance stating that each financial institution is expected to carry out an
appropriate risk assessment that takes social media activities into consideration.

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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notifications relating to the employee or their
conduct will need to be made to local or international
regulators?
 

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

In principle, the relationship between companies and employees in the financial services sector is private.
As such, companies do not have to communicate confidential information about their employees to third
parties, as this would constitute an infringement of their fundamental freedoms. However, in certain cases,
employers must alert the competent authorities in the event of behaviour or "suspicions" of behaviour by
one of their employees that is contrary to the law.

Thus, the Monetary and Financial Code provides that companies in the financial services sector, referred to
in article L.561-2 of the code (the list of which was updated by Ordinance no. 2023-1139 of December 6,
2023 on credit managers and credit buyers to include "Credit managers"), must report to the national
financial intelligence unit (Tracfin) all sums or transactions that they suspect to be the result of an offence
punishable by a prison sentence of more than one year, or related to the financing of terrorism or tax
evasion. This declaration may be made in respect of any employee of one of these companies.

In addition, when facts likely to constitute violations of the anticorruption code of conduct or to qualify as
corruption or influence peddling are brought to the attention of the company and its managers, an internal
investigation must be conducted (article 17 of Law No. 2016-1691 of 9 December 2016 on transparency). If
the investigation confirms the suspicions, the employer must, on the one hand, sanction the employee, but
also inform the prosecuting authority of the facts.

In smaller companies, the employer will also be able to report to the prosecution authorities any behaviour
that could lead to criminal sanctions.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

FINRA members must report to FINRA within 30 calendar days after the firm has concluded, or reasonably
should have concluded, that an associated person of the firm or the firm itself has violated any securities,
insurance, commodities, financial or investment-related laws, rules, regulations or standards of conduct of
any domestic or foreign regulatory body or self-regulatory organisation.

While there is no requirement to report misconduct to regulators, the SEC routinely gives credit to
organisations that voluntarily choose to self-report, which can lead to reduced fines, non-prosecution
agreements, deferred prosecution agreements, waivers of disqualification following regulatory or criminal
actions, or more organisation-friendly language in settlement documents. However, such disclosed
information may later be discoverable by private plaintiffs.

The SEC has issued guidance that a failure to self-report significant misconduct can lead to more severe
penalties.

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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11. Are there any particular requirements that
employers should implement with respect to the
prevention of wrongdoing, for example, related to
whistleblowing or the prevention of harassment?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

Financial services companies, like any private employer, must implement procedures to prevent
wrongdoing.

Concerning harassment, the Labour and the Penal Codes punish acts constituting moral and sexual
harassment. It is the employer's responsibility, under their safety obligation, to prevent and, if necessary,
deal with any behaviour constituting moral harassment. In this respect, an individual must be appointed by
the social and economic committee to combat sexual harassment and sexist behaviour.

For whistleblowing, following Directive 2019/1937/EU, the system for whistleblowers that already existed in
France was strengthened by Law 2022-401 of 21 March 2022 on the protection of whistleblowers. From
now on, companies with more than 50 employees must internally set up a procedure for collecting and
handling whistleblowers. Without an internal procedure, the whistleblower can go through an external
channel, which presents a risk to the company's reputation.

In addition, following Law 2022-401, the FMA and the French Prudential Supervision and Resolution
Authority have set up special procedures allowing any person to report to them, even anonymously, any
infringement of European legislation, the Monetary and Financial Code or the AMF General Regulation
(articles L. 634-1 to L. 634-4 of the Monetary and Financial Code).

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

Whistleblowing in the United States is governed by two main statutory sources, the Sarbanes-Oxley Act
(SOX) and the Dodd-Frank Act (Dodd-Frank).

SOX protects whistleblowers who report violations of securities laws to:

federal regulatory bodies or law enforcement;
members of Congress or congressional committees; or
supervisors or persons authorised by the employer to investigate, discover, or terminate misconduct.

Dodd-Frank generally only protects whistleblowers who report violations of the securities or commodities
laws to the SEC or CFTC. However, it also prohibits employers from discriminating against financial services
employees for objecting or refusing to participate in any activity that would be a violation of securities law
(note that Dodd-Frank prohibits mandatory arbitration of retaliation claims under the Act).

Whistleblowers in the banking industry are also protected under both federal and applicable state laws for
reporting violations of banking law to the US Department of Justice.

Under Dodd-Frank and banking laws, employees may be offered a bounty for whistleblowing activities that
results in successful enforcement actions.
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Employment Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Claims are not subject to mandatory FINRA arbitration,
though the claims may be arbitrated if all parties agree.

Californian employers with at least five employees globally must implement policies and provide training on
the prohibition of harassment, discrimination, and retaliation in the workplace.

Last updated on 22/01/2023

12. Are there any particular rules or protocols that
apply when terminating the employment of an
employee in the financial services sector, including
where a settlement agreement is entered into?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

The general law regarding dismissals applies to employees in the financial services sector. Under French
law, there are two grounds for dismissal: personal reasons, which are related to the employee's behaviour
or state of health; and economic reasons, which are not related to the employee. In both cases, the cause
must be real and serious (ie, the reason must be objective and materially verifiable, as well as
proportionate to the facts put forward). Failing that, the judge may propose the reinstatement of the
employee, but if one of the parties refuses, then the employee is entitled to compensation for dismissal
without real and serious cause, the latter depending on the employee's seniority.

Certain grounds for dismissal are null and void, in particular dismissals that are discriminatory or contrary
to a fundamental freedom. The employee may then be reinstated (in very specificcases) or compensated,
but this compensation may not be less than six months' salary.

Dismissal for personal reasons cannot be declared before a preliminary interview with the employee and
must be notified at least two working days after this interview, unless otherwise stipulated by collective
bargaining agreement. For example, the national collective bargaining agreement for the banking industry
stipulates that the preliminary interview cannot take place less than 7 calendar days, except in the case of
more favourable legal provisions or specific arrangements (e.g. inaptitude), from the date of first
presentation to the employee of the letter of summons (article 26).

Dismissal for economic reasons may be individual or collective. Individual dismissals for economic reasons
also require a prior interview and notification of redundancy, but above all notification to the
Administration. Collective dismissals for economic reasons require consultation of the Social and Economic
Committee, as well as the establishment of an employment protection plan if the termination concerns at
least 10 employees within 30 days.

Since 1 July 2010, the FMA's General Regulation requires investment service providers to pass an
examination to obtain certification. This certification must be obtained within six months of hiring, so not
securing this certification by the end of this period may justify a dismissal.

A dismissal means a redundancy payment is excluded, except in the case of employment protection plans,
from assessment for social security contributions for the portion not subject to income tax within certain
exemption limits. In addition, article L.511-84-1 of the French Monetary and Financial Code excludes the
variable portion of compensation that may be reduced or recovered as a penalty under the "clawback"
mechanism from assessment for severance pay.

Last updated on 16/04/2024
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United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

Form U5, the Uniform Termination Notice for Securities Industry Registration, is used by broker-dealers to
terminate the registration of an associated person with FINRA and in other applicable jurisdictions and self-
regulatory organisations. A FINRA member firm must file Form U5 within 30 days of an employee’s
termination. This form includes the reason for an employee’s departure and must include a detailed
description of the reasons for termination. Employee appeals related to the content of the U5 are arbitrated
before FINRA (eg, if an employee challenges their termination).

Payments to retiring employees

FINRA prohibits paying commissions to unregistered persons, except for retired representatives receiving
trailing commissions where a bona fide contract was entered into between the broker-dealer and the
retiring employee.

California

California law prohibits the use of non-disclosure provisions in settlement agreements that are designed to
restrict an employee's ability to disclose information about unlawful acts in the workplace, including
information pertaining to harassment or discrimination or any other conduct the employee has reason to
believe is unlawful. Provisions protecting the identity of a claimant are permitted where requested by the
claimant. California law also prohibits “no-rehire” provisions in settlements of employment disputes, with
limited exceptions for employees whom the employer, in good faith, determined engaged in sexual
harassment or sexual assault, or any criminal conduct.

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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13. Are there any particular rules that apply in
relation to the use of post-termination restrictive
covenants for employees in the financial services
sector?

France
Author: Béatrice Pola

Three specific clauses are potentially relevant to employees in the financial services sector.

Firstly, regarding the confidentiality clause, employees in the financial services sector are bound to respect
professional and banking secrecy.

More specifically, article 25 of Section III of Chapter 4 of Title II of Book 1 of the national collective
agreement for financial companies of 22 November 1968, provides that all staff members are bound by
professional secrecy within the company and towards third parties. Employees may not knowingly pass on
to another company information specific to their employer or previous employer.

Article 24 of Chapter 3 of Title III of the national collective bargaining agreement for bank employees of 10
January 2000 codifies the absolute respect of professional secrecy.

Article 44 of Chapter 2 of Title IV of the national collective bargaining agreement for the financial markets
of 11 June 2010 states that the employee must comply specifically with the rules of conduct regarding

at DS Avocats

https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/melissa-hill
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/leora-grushka
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/beatrice-pola


professional secrecy, both within the company and concerning third parties.

Confidentiality clauses can also be concluded between the employee and his or her employer, to reinforce
the obligation of confidentiality.

In principle, a confidentiality clause allows for the protection of certain information exchanged during the
contract and can be enforced after the termination of the employment contract if it is not perpetual. In this
case, it is quite conceivable to contractualise such an obligation for employees in the financial services
sector because of their functions, which by their very nature require discretion.

The law already states that anyone who uses or discloses confidential information obtained in the course of
negotiations without authorisation is liable. Case law has addressed the issue of confidentiality clauses by
ruling that an employee not executing this clause after his or her departure makes him or her liable for the
resulting damage, without the employer having to prove gross negligence. The clause may be accompanied
by a pecuniary sanction, which may be altered by the judge if it is lenient or excessive.

This clause in no way imposes a non-compete obligation and, therefore, does not entitle the employee to
financial compensation.

In practice, it is complex to ensure compliance with this clause; however, the more specific the clause, the
more effective it is.

Secondly, a non-compete clause allows an employer to limit an employee's professional activity at the end
of an employment contract to prevent that employee from working for a competing company.

Despite the specificity of the activities of the financial sector, it seems that the common law of
noncompetition clauses applies.

Thus, such a clause may be provided for by a collective agreement, in which case it is a conventional non-
compete obligation. To be enforceable, the employee must have been informed of the existence of the
applicable collective agreement. In this case, article 35 of Chapter I of Title IV of the national collective
bargaining agreement for financial markets of 11 June 2010 provides for a non-compete obligation.

The non-compete clause is, in the majority of cases, contractual (ie, present in the employee’s employment
contract). To be valid, this clause must meet various cumulative conditions to be compatible with the
principle of freedom to work.

It must be essential to the protection of the legitimate interests of the company, limited in time and space,
take into account the specificities of the employee's job, and include an obligation for the employer to pay
the employee meaningful financial compensation. All these conditions are cumulative, and the employer
cannot unilaterally extend the scope of the clause, otherwise it is null and void. Given the specificity of the
activity of companies in the financial services sector, the condition of protection of the legitimate interests
of the company would be met. However, taking into account the specificities of the employee's job may
undermine such a clause if it is proven that his or her training and experience would prevent him or her
from finding a job. The company's interest in imposing a noncompete clause must therefore be
demonstrated.

The judge may restrict the application of the non-compete clause by limiting its effect in time, space or
other terms when it does not allow the employee to engage in an activity consistent with his or her training
and experience. However, the scope of application of the clause cannot be reduced by the judge if only the
nullity of the clause has been invoked by the employee. If the non-compete clause is not enforced, the
employer may take summary proceedings against the former employee who does not respect it, and also
against the employee's new employer if they were hired with full knowledge of the facts, or if they continue
to be employed after learning of the clause.

The employer may waive the clause if this is explicit and results from an unequivocal will. In the specific
case of contractual termination, the employer who wishes to waive the clause must do so no later than the
termination date set in the agreement.

Finally, concerning the non-solicitation clause, such a clause can be concluded between two companies
through a commercial contract. These companies mutually prohibit each other from hiring their respective



employees. Therefore, this clause is distinct from a non-compete clause and does not meet its conditions of
validity. However, it must be proportionate to the legitimate interests to be protected given the purpose of
the contract.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

The enforceability of restrictive covenants varies greatly depending on applicable state law. Many states
impose specific requirements or limitations on enforceable covenants.

FINRA-regulated firms must comply with additional regulations:

FINRA rules prohibit interference with a customer’s choice to follow a former representative during a
change in employment where there is no existing dispute with the customer about the account. The
FINRA-registered agent must help transfer a customer’s account in the event of such a customer
request. Note that this only explicitly affects requests by customers and not solicitation by a
representative. A non-solicit provision might be upheld whereas a non-compete might not.

Broker-dealer firms that are signatories to the Protocol for Broker Recruiting are subject to additional
requirements. Under this protocol, a departing employee may be permitted to take certain information
regarding clients they serviced while at the firm to a new employer and use that information to solicit
clients. Non-signatories are not bound to this protocol and can sue departing brokers for violating the
terms of otherwise enforceable covenants.

Non-competes and so-called garden leave provisions are regularly included in termination documents. The
enforceability of these covenants vary based on jurisdiction, with courts evaluating provisions based on
duration and geographic scope.

New York

New York law disfavours non-compete agreements as a general rule. However, such agreements may be
enforceable if the restrictions are reasonable and are intended to protect a legitimate interest. A court can
enforce a non-compete only if the covenant:

is no greater than required to protect an employer’s legitimate interests;
does not impose undue hardship on the employee;
does not cause injury to the public; or
is reasonable in duration and geographic scope.

California

California law does not allow post-employment non-compete or non-solicit agreements except agreements
involving the sale or dissolution of a business. California law protects employer confidential information and
prohibits current or former employees from using employer confidential information in the solicitation of
employees.

Last updated on 22/01/2023
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