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14. Are non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) potentially
lawful in your jurisdiction? If so, must they follow any
particular form or rules?

Hong Kong
Author: Charles Mo , Joanne Mok

Non-disclosure agreements are legally enforceable in Hong Kong. They follow the contract law rules and
there is no other particular form or rules. To be enforceable, a non-disclosure agreement must protect
information that is both confidential and valuable. There are common exceptions where confidentiality will
not apply to certain information, including information available in the public domain, information lawfully
received from a third party without proprietary or confidentiality limitations, information known to the
employee before first receipt of same from the employer, and information disclosed in circumstances
required by law or regulatory requirement.
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Switzerland
Author: Simone Wetzstein , Matthias Lötscher , Sarah Vettiger

Non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) are generally lawful in Switzerland. However, NDAs are not regulated by
statutory law and therefore do not have to follow any particular statutory form or rule. Nevertheless, most
NDAs often contain a similar basic structure.

The core clauses of an NDA concern:

manufacturing and business secrets or the scope of further confidentiality;
the purpose of use;
the return and destruction of devices containing confidential information; and
post-contractual confidentiality obligations.

As a general rule, it is recommended to use the written form.

To ensure possible enforcement of an NDA in the employment context, the requirements of a post-
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contractual non-compete obligation (see below) must be met.

Last updated on 16/04/2024

United States
Author: Melissa Hill , Leora Grushka

Non-disclosure agreements are currently permissible under United States law with some exceptions,
typically pertaining to whistleblower, harassment, and discrimination matters. On 7 December 2022,
President Joe Biden signed the Speak Out Act, which prohibits the enforcement of non-disclosure and non-
disparagement provisions that were agreed to before an incident of workplace sexual assault or sexual
harassment occurred. In other words, it does not prohibit these provisions in settlement or severance
agreements.

Both Dodd-Frank and SOX prohibit employers from impeding an individual’s whistleblowing process.
Confidentiality provisions should expressly authorise employee communications directly with, or
responding to any inquiry from, or providing testimony before the SEC, FINRA, any other self-regulatory
organisation or any other state or federal regulatory authority.

The United States Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2018 discourages NDAs in the settlement of sexual harassment
claims. Under this law, employers settling claims alleging sexual harassment or abuse that include a
confidentiality or non-disclosure provision in the settlement agreement cannot take a tax deduction for that
settlement payment or related attorneys' fees.

Under the National Labor Relations Act, employees (except for supervisors) cannot be prohibited from
discussing their compensation or working conditions

California

California Law prohibits NDAs that would prevent employees from discussing or disclosing their
compensation or discussing the wages of others. However, California permits the use of a non-
disclosure provision that may preclude the disclosure of any amount paid in any separation or
settlement agreement.
California imposes restrictions on the use of non-disclosure provisions that are designed to restrict an
employee's ability to disclose information about unlawful acts in the workplace, including information
pertaining to harassment or discrimination or any other conduct the employee has reason to believe is
unlawful in employment agreements, settlement agreements, and separation agreements.
California employers cannot:

require employees, in exchange for a raise or a bonus, or as a condition of employment or for
continued employment, to sign any non-disparagement or non-disclosure provision that denies
the employee the right to disclose information about unlawful acts in the workplace;
include in any separation agreement a provision that prohibits the disclosure of information about
unlawful acts in the workplace; or
include a provision within a settlement agreement that prevents or restricts the disclosure of
factual information related to claims for sexual assault, sexual harassment, workplace
harassment or discrimination, retaliation, or failure to prevent workplace harassment or
discrimination that are filed in a civil or administrative action, unless the settlement agreement is
negotiated, which means that the agreement is voluntary, deliberate, informed, provides
consideration of value to the employee, and the employee is giving notice and an opportunity to
retain an attorney or is represented by an attorney.

New York

New York law prohibits NDAs that:
prevent an employee from discussing or disclosing their wages or the wages of another
employee.
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prevent an employee from disclosing factual information related to a future discrimination claim,
unless the agreement notifies employees that it does not prevent them from speaking to the
EEOC, the New York Department of Human Rights, and any local human rights commission or
attorney retained by the individual.

New York law also prohibits employers from mandating confidentiality or non-disclosure provisions when
settling sexual harassment claims (though allows such provisions where it is the employee’s preference to
include them).
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