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03. Can an employee be suspended during a
workplace investigation? Are there any conditions on
suspension (eg, pay, duration)?
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A preventive suspension pending investigation is allowed under the law, provided that the continued
employment of the subject of the investigation poses a serious and imminent threat to the life or property
of the employer or other employees. Additionally, the period of preventive suspension pending
investigation should not last longer than 30 days. However, should the employer wish to extend this period,
the employer must pay the employee’s wages and other benefits. The employee is under no obligation to
reimburse the amount paid to them during the extension if the employer should, later on, decide to dismiss
the employee after the completion of the process.

In practice, the notice of preventive suspension is issued simultaneously with the first notice or the notice to
explain after the employer has conducted its fact-finding investigation and has reason to believe that the
employee must be held accountable for his or her actions.

Since placing an employee under preventive suspension requires the existence of a serious and imminent
threat to the life or property of the employer or other employees, some employers opt to place the
employee or employees involved on agreed paid leave. This will allow the employer to conduct an
unhampered workplace investigation while the investigated employee is still able to receive his or her full
salary during this period. The exact period of paid leave may be agreed upon by the employer and the
employee, but ideally it should not last for more than thirty days.
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It is possible to suspend an employee during a workplace investigation.[1] While there are no limits on
duration, the employee will remain entitled to full pay during this time.
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[1] David Rosenthal et al., Praxishandbuch fur interne Untersuchungen und eDiscovery, Release 1.01,
Zurich/Bern 2021, p. 181.
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08. Can the employer search employees’ possessions
or files as part of an investigation?
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Subject to the employees’ reasonable expectation of privacy, gathering physical evidence within the
premises of the workplace and through company-issued property has been upheld to be legally permissible
in pursuit of the employer’s right to conduct work-related investigations. The search, however, should be
limited to the alleged acts complained of and must not be used as a fishing expedition to find incriminating
information about the erring employee.
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The basic rule is that the employer may not search private data during internal investigations.

If there is a strong suspicion of criminal conduct on the part of the employee and a sufficiently strong
justification exists, a search of private data may be justified.[1] The factual connection with the
employment relationship is given, for example, in the case of a criminal act committed during working
hours or using workplace infrastructure.[2]

[1] Claudia Fritsche, Interne Untersuchungen in der Schweiz: Ein Handbuch fUr regulierte Finanzinstitute
und andere Unternehmen, Zirich/St. Gallen 2013, p. 168.

[2] Claudia Fritsche, Interne Untersuchungen in der Schweiz: Ein Handbuch fir regulierte Finanzinstitute
und andere Unternehmen, Ziurich/St. Gallen 2013, p. 168 et seq.
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