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06. Can co-workers be compelled to act as witnesses?
What legal protections do employees have when
acting as witnesses in an investigation?
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Due to the employee's duty of loyalty towards the employer and the employer's right to give instructions to
its employees, employees generally must take part in an ongoing investigation and comply with any
summons for questioning if the employer demands this (article 321d, Swiss Code of Obligations). If the
employees refuse to participate, they generally are in breach of their statutory duties, which may lead to
measures such as a termination of employment.

The question of whether employees may refuse to testify if they would have to incriminate themselves is
disputed in legal doctrine.[1] However, according to legal doctrine, a right to refuse to testify exists if
criminal conduct regarding the questioned employee or a relative (article 168 et seq, Swiss Criminal
Procedure Code) is involved, and it cannot be ruled out that the investigation documentation may later end
up with the prosecuting authorities (ie, where employees have a right to refuse to testify in criminal
proceedings, they cannot be forced to incriminate themselves by answering questions in an internal
investigation).[2]

 

[1] Nicolas Facincani/Reto Sutter, Interne Untersuchungen: Rechte und Pflichten von Arbeitgebern und
Angestellten, published on hrtoday.ch, last visited on 17 June 2022.

[2] Same opinion: Nicolas Facincani/Reto Sutter, Interne Untersuchungen: Rechte und Pflichten von
Arbeitgebern und Angestellten, published on hrtoday.ch, last visited on 17 June 2022.
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Normally, the work rules prescribe requirements for cooperation with investigations. An employer may
instruct co-workers to give statements as witnesses as this would be a fair and legitimate order of the
employer, because investigations are conducted to maintain a good working environment.

Witness protection measures in a workplace can vary as no minimum standard has been set and they are
generally subject to work rules and regulations. However, some legislation, which may not relate to a
workplace investigation conducted by an employer, also protects the witnesses who are helping authorities
investigate violations under the relevant acts. For example, the Labor Relation Act B.E. 2518 (1975)
prohibits an employer from terminating an employee or conducting any action that may result in the
employee being unable to work because of filing a complaint or being a witness for the authorities, or
providing information on issues related to labour protection laws to the authorities.

The employer may have a policy of non-retaliation for the protection of witnesses who have given
statements and evidence for a workplace investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Chandler MHM

12. Can the identity of the complainant, witnesses or
sources of information for the investigation be kept
confidential?
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As mentioned under Question 10, the employer’s duty of care (article 328, Swiss Code of Obligations) also
entails the employer’s duty to respect and protect the personality (including confidentiality and privacy)
and integrity of employees (article 328 paragraph 1, Swiss Code of Obligations) and to take appropriate
measures to protect them.

However, in combination with the right to be heard and the right to be informed regarding an investigation,
the accused also has the right that incriminating evidence is presented to them throughout the
investigation and that they can comment on it. For instance, this right includes disclosure of the persons
accusing them and their concrete statements. Anonymisation or redaction of such statements is
permissible if the interests of the persons incriminating the accused or the interests of the employer
override the accused’ interests to be presented with the relevant documents or statements (see question
11; see also article 9 paragraphs 1 and 4, Swiss Federal Act on Data Protection). However, a careful
assessment of interests is required, and these must be limited to what is necessary. In principle, a person
accusing another person must take responsibility for their information and accept criticism from the person
implicated by the information provided.[1]

 

[1] Roger Rudolph, Interne Untersuchungen: Spannungsfelder aus arbeitsrechtlicher Sicht, SJZ 114/2018, p.
390.
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It is generally possible to keep the identity of the complainant, witnesses, or information sources
confidential. There is no mandatory rule to disclose the identity of a complainant, witnesses, or sources of
information. If the complainant, witnesses, or sources of information for the investigation know that their
identities would not be disclosed, they will be more confident in cooperating with and supporting the
investigations.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Chandler MHM

ContributorsContributors

Switzerland
Laura Widmer
Sandra Schaffner
Bär & Karrer

Thailand
Ratthai Kamolwarin
Norrapat Werajong
Chandler MHM

https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/ratthai-kamolwarin
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/norrapat-werajong
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/laura-widmer
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/sandra-schaffner
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/ratthai-kamolwarin
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/norrapat-werajong
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com

	Workplace Investigations
	Contributing Editors
	06. Can co-workers be compelled to act as witnesses? What legal protections do employees have when acting as witnesses in an investigation?
	Flag / Icon  Switzerland
	Switzerland
	Flag / Icon  Thailand
	Thailand

	12. Can the identity of the complainant, witnesses or sources of information for the investigation be kept confidential?
	Flag / Icon  Switzerland
	Switzerland
	Flag / Icon  Thailand
	Thailand


	Contributors
	Switzerland
	Thailand



