
Workplace Investigations

Contributing Editors
Phil Linnard at Slaughter and May 
Clare Fletcher at Slaughter and May

02. How is a workplace investigation usually
commenced?

Switzerland
Author: Laura Widmer , Sandra Schaffner

Internal investigations are usually initiated after reports about possible violations of the employer's code of
conduct, applicable laws or regulations have been submitted by employees to their superiors, the human
resources department or designated internal reporting systems such as hotlines (including whistleblowing
hotlines).

For an internal investigation to be initiated, there must be a reasonable suspicion (grounds).[1] If no such
grounds exist, the employer must ask the informant for further or more specific information. If no grounds
for reasonable suspicion exists, the case must be closed. If grounds for reasonable suspicion exist, the
appropriate investigative steps can be initiated by a formal investigation request from the company
management.[2]

 

[1] Claudia Fritsche, Interne Untersuchungen in der Schweiz: Ein Handbuch für regulierte Finanzinstitute
und andere Unternehmen, Zürich/St. Gallen 2013, p. 21.

[2] Klaus Moosmayer, Compliance, Praxisleitfaden für Unternehmen, 2. A. München 2015, N 314.
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Usually, a complainant submitting a grievance to the company would be a trigger for proceeding with a
workplace investigation. The LPA does not specify when a workplace investigation should commence but it
is subject to the employer’s work rules and regulations, including the whistleblowing policy, as the
investigation usually commences after an employee or a whistle-blower has filed a complaint to the
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employer. In some cases, there might be a whistleblower and the start of the workplace investigation would
be subject to the whistleblowing policy and the employer’s discretion. Also, if a questionable transaction or
activity is detected, fiscal audits may be the source that triggers a voluntary workplace investigation.
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13. Can non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) be used to
keep the fact and substance of an investigation
confidential?
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In addition to the above-mentioned statutory confidentiality obligations, separate non-disclosure
agreements can be signed. In an internal investigation, the employee should be expressly instructed to
maintain confidentiality.
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Non-disclosure agreements can be made between an employer and employees who are involved in an
investigation. This may include investigators and witnesses, apart from the employee under investigation.
This minimises the risk of information being leaked, which can affect all parties related to the workplace
investigation. However, an NDA is not absolute means to prevent the disclosure of confidential information,
as the court has the authority to compel disclosure.
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