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01. What legislation, guidance and/or policies govern
a workplace investigation?

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Pursuant to article 98 of the Portuguese Labour Code, the employer has a disciplinary power over its
employees during the employment period. This is enforced through the initiation of disciplinary procedures
– which can include a preliminary workplace investigation as provided for in article 352(1) of the
Portuguese Labour Code – and ultimately the application of sanctions laid down by law or in an applicable
collective bargaining agreement.

The Portuguese Labour Code governs disciplinary procedures, which can include a preliminary workplace
investigation, in two different sections. On the one hand, articles 328 to 332 establish general rules
regarding the imposition of disciplinary sanctions; statutory deadlines and statutes of limitations involved;
decision criteria; penalties; and disciplinary records. On the other hand, articles 351 to 358 lay down the
rules applicable to dismissals with cause, which are also widely understood to be applicable concerning
conservatory sanctions (i.e. those that enable the continuity of the employment relationship).

Additionally, collective bargaining agreements may provide for different disciplinary penalties, as long as
the rights and guarantees of employees are not impaired.

Workplace investigations must also abide by the general rules laid down in the Portuguese Constitution,
Portuguese Civil Code and Data Protection Laws (including guidelines issued by the Data Protection
Agency), as regards the personal rights of the employees.
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Switzerland
Author: Laura Widmer , Sandra Schaffner

There is no specific legal regulation for internal investigations in Switzerland. The legal framework is
derived from general rules such as the employer's duty of care, the employee's duty of loyalty and the
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employee's data protection rights. Depending on the context of the investigation, additional legal
provisions may apply; for instance, additional provisions of the Swiss Federal Act on Data Protection or the
Swiss Criminal Code.
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10. What confidentiality obligations apply during an
investigation?

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

The Portuguese Labour Code does not specifically provide for any confidentiality obligations concerning
disciplinary procedures. On the contrary, it states that the employee should have access to any information
included in the disciplinary procedure. Otherwise, the employee’s defence rights could be jeopardised,
which would make the disciplinary procedure (and possible disciplinary sanctions) null and void.

As for the witnesses, even though there is no specific provision on confidentiality, employees are generally
bound by a duty of loyalty vis-a-vis the employer, which includes not disclosing information that should be
kept reserved,

However, in the cases of whistleblowing, it is mandatory to ensure the confidentiality of the complainant, as
per question 9.
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Switzerland
Author: Laura Widmer , Sandra Schaffner

Besides the employee's duty of performance (article 319, Swiss Code of Obligations), the employment
relationship is defined by the employer's duty of care (article 328, Swiss Code of Obligations) and the
employee's duty of loyalty (article 321a, Swiss Code of Obligations). Ancillary duties can be derived from
the two duties, which are of importance for the confidentiality of an internal investigation.[1]

In principle, the employer must respect and protect the personality (including confidentiality and privacy)
and integrity of the employee (article 328 paragraph 1, Swiss Code of Obligations) and take appropriate
measures to protect the employee. Because of the danger of pre-judgment or damage to reputation as well
as other adverse consequences, the employer must conduct an internal investigation discreetly and
objectively. The limits of the duty of care are found in the legitimate self-interest of the employer.[2]

In return for the employer's duty of care, employees must comply with their duty of loyalty and safeguard
the employer's legitimate interests. In connection with an internal investigation, employees must therefore
keep the conduct of an investigation confidential. Additionally, employees must keep confidential and not
disclose to any third party any facts that they have acquired in the course of the employment relationship,
and which are neither obvious nor publicly accessible.[3]

 

[1] Wolfgang Portmann/Roger Rudolph, BSK OR, Art. 328 N 1 et seq.
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[2]Claudia Fritsche, Interne Untersuchungen in der Schweiz, Ein Handbuch für Unternehmen mit
besonderem Fokus auf Finanzinstitute, p. 202.

[3] David Rosenthal et al., Praxishandbuch für interne Untersuchungen und eDiscovery, Release 1.01,
Zürich/Bern 2021, p. 133.
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