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01. What legislation, guidance and/or policies govern
a workplace investigation?
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There is no codified law in India on conducting workplace investigations, so they largely depend on the
internal policies of the employer. Certain requirements and best practice measures have evolved through
judicial precedent, and these are codified through internal policies.

For claims involving sexual harassment, however, investigations can only be undertaken by the Internal
Committee (IC), which an employer needs to constitute under the Prevention of Sexual Harassment of
Women and Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 2013 (SH Act).  

The general principle laid down by the courts is that any action against an employee for misconduct should
be taken after conducting a disciplinary inquiry as per the principles of natural justice (PNJ). Whether or not
a disciplinary inquiry can be done away with in any circumstances is a very fact-specific assessment and
depends on various factors, including but not limited to the seniority and location of employment of the
employee, and the nature and circumstances of the alleged misconduct.

The PNJ broadly require:

that the accused employee should be issued with a written charge sheet or notice setting out the
allegations against him or her along with a reasonable opportunity to respond;
appointment of an independent inquiry officer to assess whether the allegations are proven or not;
and
that action must be taken based on the outcome of the inquiry, any punishment ordered should be
proportionate to the gravity of the misconduct, and also take into account the service history (eg, prior
warnings) of the individual.

The charge sheet or notice issued to the employee has to set out the evidence used by the employer to
support the allegations in sufficient detail. Therefore, gathering necessary information and evidence is
usually a critical precursor for any disciplinary process that an employer may eventually initiate against an
employee.
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There is no specific legal regulation for internal investigations in Switzerland. The legal framework is
derived from general rules such as the employer's duty of care, the employee's duty of loyalty and the
employee's data protection rights. Depending on the context of the investigation, additional legal
provisions may apply; for instance, additional provisions of the Swiss Federal Act on Data Protection or the
Swiss Criminal Code.
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15. Does the employee under investigation have a
right to be accompanied or have legal representation
during the investigation?
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In SH cases, parties are not allowed to bring in a legal practitioner to represent them in the IC's
proceedings.

In investigations related to other forms of misconduct, there isn't a statutory right to be accompanied by
another employee, colleague or lawyer during a fact-finding investigation. In a disciplinary inquiry, if the
employee seeks permission to be represented by another person, such as an advocate, co-worker or a
union leader, the inquiry officer must decide whether to allow the request based on the specific facts and
circumstances as well as any company policies on the subject. If the management has appointed a lawyer
to present the company's case in disciplinary proceedings or if the matter is complex and involves legal
aspects, courts have held that the employee would also have a right to legal representation.

Further, in general misconduct matters, “workman” employees would generally have the right to be
represented by a co-worker in inquiry proceedings, if the establishment is covered under the Industrial
Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946 (SO Act). The applicability of this statute depends on the nature of
the establishment and its headcount.
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In the case of an employee involved in an internal investigation, a distinction must be made as to whether
the employee is acting purely as an informant or whether there are conflicting interests between the
company and the employee involved. If the employee is acting purely as an informant, the employee has,
in principle, no right to be accompanied by their own legal representative.[1]

However, if there are conflicting interests between the company and the employee involved, when the
employee is accused of any misconduct, the employee must be able to be accompanied by their own legal

at Trilegal

at Bär & Karrer

https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/laura-widmer
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/sandra-schaffner
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/atul-gupta
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/kanishka-maggon
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/kopal-kumar
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/laura-widmer
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/sandra-schaffner


www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com

representative. For example, if the employee's conduct might potentially constitute a criminal offence, the
involvement of a legal representative must be permitted.[2] Failure to allow an accused person to be
accompanied by a legal representative during an internal investigation, even though the facts in question
are relevant to criminal law, raises the question of the admissibility of statements made in a subsequent
criminal proceeding. The principles of the Swiss Criminal Procedure Code cannot be undermined by
alternatively collecting evidence in civil proceedings and thus circumventing the stricter rules applicable in
criminal proceedings.[3]

In general, it is advisable to allow the involvement of a legal representative to increase the willingness of
the employee involved to cooperate.

 

[1] Claudia Götz Staehelin, Unternehmensinterne Untersuchungen, 2019, p. 37.

[2] Simona Wantz/Sara Licci, Arbeitsvertragliche Rechte und Pflichten bei internen Untersuchungen, in:
Jusletter 18 February 2019, N 59.

[3] Roger Rudolph, Interne Untersuchungen: Spannungsfelder aus arbeitsrechtlicher Sicht, SJZ 114/2018, p.
392; Niklaus Ruckstuhl, BSK-StPO, Art. 158 StPO N 36.
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