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14. When does privilege attach to investigation
materials?
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The privilege of investigation materials concerns a rather limited amount of cases. In practice, materials
may be considered privileged in connection with the litigation process under the Procedural Code (4/1734).
For example, communications between a client and an attorney may attract protection against forcible
public disclosure.
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No law recognises the common law concept of “attorney-client privilege” in Korea. However,
communication with an attorney is protected to some extent under certain laws, such as the Constitution,
the Attorney Act, the Criminal Procedure Act, and the Civil Procedure Act. This protection is based on the
attorney’s confidentiality obligation, which prohibits an attorney from divulging confidential matters
acquired in the course of representing clients, unless otherwise prescribed by law. This confidentiality
obligation generally allows an attorney to refuse to testify or comply with document production orders for
information or materials the attorney obtained in the course of his or her duties that relate to the
confidential information of clients.

In addition, there could be instances where materials from an investigation conducted in Korea may
become subject to discovery outside of Korea. It is, therefore, important to ensure investigation materials
are privileged under the relevant non-Korean laws in the jurisdictions where attorney-client privilege is
recognised (eg, the US).
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