
Workplace Investigations

Contributing Editors
Phil Linnard at Slaughter and May 
Clare Fletcher at Slaughter and May

03. Can an employee be suspended during a
workplace investigation? Are there any conditions on
suspension (eg, pay, duration)? 
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When an employer is found to have engaged in misconduct of an employee, whether it has the right to
suspend the employee from his/her duties and subject him/her to investigation, there are no explicit
provisions in the existing labor law. Generally speaking, suspension of investigation arranged internally by
an employer is within the scope of autonomous management of the employer. However, such suspension of
investigation is subject to certain restrictions, and the basic rights and interests of the employee must be
guaranteed. For example, the employer should continue to pay social insurance fund for the employee.
Suspension investigation shall generally be specified in advance in the labor contract or rules and
regulations, and the duration of suspension investigation should be within the necessary and reasonable
period. Indefinite suspension or the suspension of obviously long time will not be supported by arbitral
tribunals and courts.

Generally annual leave may be taken preferentially by the employees during suspension period. The
annual leave period shall be deemed as normal attendance, and the salary shall remain unchanged. Under
the circumstance that the annual leave has been used up, in judicial practice, there are few cases
supporting the claim that the employer can fully deduct the employee's salary during the suspension
period. It is generally believed that the employer shall at least guarantee the basic living needs of the
employee during the suspension period (i.e. the salary shall not be lower than the local minimum salary
standard) or pay the employee as per the original salary standard. However, in judicial practice, some
arbitrators and judges hold the view that an employer may use its discretion to reduce employees' salary if
all of the following conditions are met:

it is stipulated in its rules and regulations or a contract that it is entitled to suspend employees from
their duties and reduce salaries if their fraudulent behaviour harms the employer's interests;
the rules and regulations are stipulated in its rules and regulations, and are publicly announced and
accepted by the employees; and
there is evidence showing the corresponding fraudulent behaviour of the employees.
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It is possible to suspend an employee during a workplace investigation.[1] While there are no limits on
duration, the employee will remain entitled to full pay during this time.

 

[1] David Rosenthal et al., Praxishandbuch für interne Untersuchungen und eDiscovery, Release 1.01,
Zürich/Bern 2021, p. 181.
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08. Can the employer search employees’ possessions
or files as part of an investigation?
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Article 13 of the Constitution of the PRC provides that the lawful private property of the citizens shall not be
violated. Therefore, during the process of investigation, without the employees' consent, the employer has
no right to search the employees' personal possessions or files. If it is necessary to search the employees'
personal possessions or files, the employer may require the employees to sign a Letter of Informed Consent
before searching; or the employer may call the police and the search will be conducted under the escort of
the public security authorities or directly by the public security authorities.
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The basic rule is that the employer may not search private data during internal investigations.

If there is a strong suspicion of criminal conduct on the part of the employee and a sufficiently strong
justification exists, a search of private data may be justified.[1] The factual connection with the
employment relationship is given, for example, in the case of a criminal act committed during working
hours or using workplace infrastructure.[2]

 

[1] Claudia Fritsche, Interne Untersuchungen in der Schweiz: Ein Handbuch für regulierte Finanzinstitute
und andere Unternehmen, Zürich/St. Gallen 2013, p. 168.

[2] Claudia Fritsche, Interne Untersuchungen in der Schweiz: Ein Handbuch für regulierte Finanzinstitute
und andere Unternehmen, Zürich/St. Gallen 2013, p. 168 et seq.
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