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01. What legislation, guidance and/or policies govern
a workplace investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

Mainly, the Occupational Safety and Health Act (738/2002). In addition, the following also have relevance in
connection to a workplace investigation: the Employment Contracts Act (55/2001), the Criminal Code
(39/1889), the Act on Occupational Safety and Health Enforcement and Cooperation on Occupational Safety
and Health at Workplaces (44/2006), the Act on Equality between Women and Men (609/1986) and the
Non-discrimination Act (1325/2014). In addition, the employer's own policies must be taken into
consideration while conducting a workplace investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Pursuant to article 98 of the Portuguese Labour Code, the employer has a disciplinary power over its
employees during the employment period. This is enforced through the initiation of disciplinary procedures
– which can include a preliminary workplace investigation as provided for in article 352(1) of the
Portuguese Labour Code – and ultimately the application of sanctions laid down by law or in an applicable
collective bargaining agreement.

The Portuguese Labour Code governs disciplinary procedures, which can include a preliminary workplace
investigation, in two different sections. On the one hand, articles 328 to 332 establish general rules
regarding the imposition of disciplinary sanctions; statutory deadlines and statutes of limitations involved;
decision criteria; penalties; and disciplinary records. On the other hand, articles 351 to 358 lay down the
rules applicable to dismissals with cause, which are also widely understood to be applicable concerning
conservatory sanctions (i.e. those that enable the continuity of the employment relationship).

Additionally, collective bargaining agreements may provide for different disciplinary penalties, as long as
the rights and guarantees of employees are not impaired.
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Workplace investigations must also abide by the general rules laid down in the Portuguese Constitution,
Portuguese Civil Code and Data Protection Laws (including guidelines issued by the Data Protection
Agency), as regards the personal rights of the employees.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

In the United States, any combination of legislation at the federal, state and local level, as well as judicial
opinions and regulatory guidance interpreting those statutes, may impose obligations on relevant
employers to undertake a timely internal investigation in response to complaints of workplace misconduct
and to promptly implement remedial measures, where appropriate.

An employer’s written policies often also set forth the company’s expectations for how its employees,
partners, vendors, consultants or other third parties will conduct themselves in carrying out the business of
the company, and these policies may include protocols setting forth the parameters for an investigation in
the event of potential non-compliance. Such investigatory roadmaps are often described in, for example,
employee handbooks or a company’s policy against discrimination and harassment.

Due to the patchwork nature of employment and related laws, it is not possible to cover every investigation
scenario or related legislation in this guide. Employers should instead consult with experienced
employment attorneys in their state to ensure compliance with the applicable legal and regulatory
regimes. 

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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02. How is a workplace investigation usually
commenced?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

When the employer becomes aware of possible misconduct, the employer must commence an investigation
immediately, in practice within about two weeks. The information may come to the employer's knowledge
via, for example, the employer's own observations, from the complainant or their colleagues or an
employee representative.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Having been informed of an alleged infraction committed by an employee, the employer must prepare a
detailed written accusation and notify the employee.
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Moreover, if the alleged infraction constitutes gross misconduct and the employer is considering dismissal,
a formal statement of the employer’s intention to dismiss the employee should accompany the accusation.
If this is not expressly done, the employer will be unable to dismiss the employee and may only apply one
of the conservatory sanctions. A copy of these documents must be sent to the works council, if any, and,
should the employee be a union member, to the respective trade union.

Notwithstanding this, if before preparing the accusation the employer needs to further investigate the facts
and circumstances, it may open a preliminary investigation aimed at collecting all the facts and
circumstances and conclude if there are grounds to bring an accusation against the employee.

The preliminary investigation must start within 30 days of the employer becoming aware of the facts, be
diligently carried out (but with no maximum period laid down by law) and concluded within 30 days of the
last investigatory act. Furthermore, the preliminary investigation will suspend the relevant statutory
deadlines and statutes of limitations (ie, 60 days from the date of acknowledgment, by the employer or a
supervisor with disciplinary power, of the facts to enforce disciplinary action against the employee and one
year from when the facts occurred, regardless of the employer’s acknowledgment, unless the infraction
also constitutes a criminal offence, in which case the longer statutes of limitation established in criminal
law will apply).

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

A workplace investigation is often, although not always, prompted by a complaint of workplace misconduct,
usually made directly by the employee who was harmed by the conduct, a third party who witnessed the
conduct, or a manager or supervisor who was made aware of the issue and has reporting obligations as a
result of his or her role in the organisation. 

It is best practice – and often a legal requirement depending on the applicable state law – for companies to
clearly outline a complaint process in their policies and to provide employees who experience, have
knowledge of, or witness incidents they believe to violate the company’s policies with one or more options
for making a report. Although the specific complaint procedure may vary depending on the size of the
organisation, the nature of the business and the type of complaint at issue, many companies provide for (or
require) making a report through one of the following channels:

a company-managed hotline or online equivalent;
 human resources;
an affected employee’s supervisor or manager; or
a member of the legal or compliance department.    
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03. Can an employee be suspended during a
workplace investigation? Are there any conditions on
suspension (eg, pay, duration)? 

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen
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There is no legislation on temporary suspension in the event of a workplace investigation or similar. In
some situations, the employer may relieve the employee from their working obligation with pay for a short
period.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

After the employee is notified of the accusation, the employer may decide on a preventive suspension of
the employee if the employee’s presence on company premises is deemed problematic. In this case, the
employee’s salary will continue to be paid.

As per article 330(5) of the Portuguese Labour Code, a preventive suspension may also be determined
during the 30 days before the accusation is made, provided that the employer, in writing, justifies why is
necessary (eg, for interfering with the inquiry) and why the accusation cannot be served at that moment.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Yes. An employer may suspend the subject of an internal investigation with full pay pending the outcome of
an investigation. However, this measure should be used sparingly, for example in cases where an
employee has been accused of gross misconduct or where it is the only means of separating the alleged
victim of harassment from the accused to prevent continued harassment. As an alternative means of
separating the victim from the accused, an employer can consider interim measures such as a schedule
change, transfer or leave of absence for the alleged victim with his or her consent (employers should take
care not to take any action that could be perceived as retaliatory against the complainant – even if well-
intentioned – including involuntarily transferring him or her or forcing a leave of absence).

Where an employer does determine that suspending the subject of an investigation is warranted while the
company carries out its investigation, it should provide him or her with a written statement briefly outlining
the reason for the suspension and the estimated date the employee will be advised of the investigation
outcome and his or her final employment status.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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04. Who should conduct a workplace investigation,
are there minimum qualifications or criteria that need
to be met?

Finland
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The employer must conduct the investigation, but the actual work can be done either by the employer's
personnel or by an external investigator, for example, a law firm. Either way, there are no formal criteria for
the persons executing the investigation; however, impartiality is required from the person conducting the
investigation

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

According to article 356(1) of the Portuguese Labour Code, the employer can appoint an instructor, who
shall be responsible for the probationary proceedings. Usually, workplace investigations are conducted by
external advisors (eg, lawyers), appointed by the employer.

However, regarding disciplinary powers, there is a legal limitation in article 98 of the Portuguese Labour
Code. As such, only the employer (or the immediate superior of the concerned employee, if the employer
has delegated its powers, as per article 329(4) of the Portuguese Labour Code) has disciplinary powers.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

While every internal investigation should be carried out promptly, thoroughly and in a well-documented
manner, employers should appoint one individual or team of individuals to oversee all complaints
regardless of how they are received. Doing so helps to ensure that all allegations are documented,
reviewed and assigned for investigation as consistently as practicable.

Once a complaint is received and recorded, the company should undertake an initial triage process to
determine:

the risk of the alleged misconduct from a reputational, operational and legal perspective;
who is best suited to conduct an investigation based on the nature of the alleged misconduct and the
perceived risk level (potential candidates may include members of human resources, legal or
compliance departments, or outside counsel); and
a plan for investigating the factual allegations raised in the complaint.

The appropriate investigator should be able to investigate objectively without bias (ie, the investigator
cannot have a stake in the outcome, a personal relationship with the involved parties and the outcome of
the investigation should not directly affect the investigator’s position within the organisation); has skills
that include prior investigative knowledge and a working knowledge of employment laws; has strong
interpersonal skills to build a rapport with the parties involved and to be perceived as neutral and fair; is
detail-oriented; has the right temperament to conduct interviews; can be trusted to maintain
confidentiality; is respected within the organisation; and can act as a credible witness.

At this triage stage, an employer may also wish to use the information collected from the complaint to
proactively identify potential patterns or systemic issues at an individual, divisional or corporate level and
react accordingly. For example, if a company receives a complaint against a supervisor for harassing
conduct and that same individual has already been the subject of previous complaints, the company should
consider whether it may be appropriate to engage outside counsel to carry out a new investigation to bring
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objectivity and lend credibility to the review – even if the prior complaints were not ultimately substantiated
following thorough internal investigations. Similarly, the engagement of outside counsel is often
appropriate where a complaint involves alleged misconduct on the part of a company’s senior management
or board members.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

05. Can the employee under investigation bring legal
action to stop the investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

The employee does not have a legal right to stop the investigation. The employer must fulfil its obligation
to investigate the alleged misconduct.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

The employee under investigation can only bring legal action after the investigation is finished and if the
employer has applied a disciplinary sanction.

According to article 329(7) of the Portuguese Labour Code, the employee may submit a complaint to the
immediate superior officer that applied the sanction or may resort to a dispute resolution procedure as
provided for by the applicable collective bargaining agreements or the law (this is uncommon, however).

Furthermore, should a company dismiss an employee in breach of the legal requirements described above,
the latter may take legal action against the company within 60 days of the date of termination of his or her
employment agreement. The employee may also choose to file a preliminary injunction against the
employer seeking immediate (albeit provisional) reinstatement.

Notwithstanding this, if the employee can prove that they suffered damages as a result of being subject to
an abusive and illegal investigation, they may file a complaint with the Labour Authorities or bring a claim
against the employer and demand the payment of compensation for the damages caused.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

In general, private sector employees have considerably fewer rights vis-à-vis a company-led internal
investigation than their public sector counterparts. This is because many US states are “at will”
employment states, which means that, absent an employment contract that provides otherwise, an
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employee can be terminated for any reason not prohibited by statute or public policy. Depending on the
specific circumstances, however, an employee who is the subject of an internal investigation could bring or
threaten legal action according to contract or tort principles to stop an investigation. An employee may also
challenge an investigation because it was conducted in violation of certain federal, state or foreign laws, for
example, the use of polygraph tests in violation of the Employee Polygraph Protection Act or foreign data
privacy laws.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

06. Can co-workers be compelled to act as witnesses?
What legal protections do employees have when
acting as witnesses in an investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

There is no legislation on a witness's role in investigations. However, the legislation on occupational safety
requires that employees must report any irregularities they observe. Depending on the situation,
participating in the investigation may also be part of the person's work duties, role or position, in which
case the employer may require the employee to contribute to clarifying the situation. However, there is no
formal obligation to act as a witness, and there is no legislation regarding the protection of witnesses. If a
witness wishes, they may have, for example, an employee representative as a support person during the
hearing. 

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

If the employer decides on an internal investigation to assess potential wrongful actions carried out within
the company, employees must cooperate. However, employees are entitled to the privilege against self-
incrimination established in the Portuguese Criminal Code, according to which individuals are not obliged to
self-report.

An employee's refusal to cooperate with an internal investigation may be regarded as a breach of conduct
by the employer and, ultimately, may lead to disciplinary sanctions.

Employees who act as witnesses in cases of harassment cannot be sanctioned unless they acted with wilful
misconduct, and any sanction applied to an employee who acted as a witness in a harassment procedure
will be presumed to be abusive.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang
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Yes. The investigator is empowered to decide which witnesses should be interviewed as a part of the fact-
gathering process. In addition to interviewing the complainant, the investigation should include individual
interviews with other involved parties, including the subject of the complaint, as well as individuals who
may have observed the alleged conduct or may have other relevant knowledge, including supervisors or
other employees. Many companies’ code of conduct, employee handbook or similar policy set forth the
requirement for current employees to cooperate fully in any investigation by the company or its external
advisors and also provide that failure to do so could result in disciplinary action, up to and including
termination.

In the absence of contractual protections, employees may have no legal right to refuse to submit to an
interview, even if their answers tend to incriminate them. That being said, when acting as a witness in an
internal investigation, a current employee is usually afforded similar legal protections as the subject of an
investigation, including the right to oppose unreasonable intrusions into his or her privacy and
unreasonable workplace searches. For example, certain state laws prohibit an employer from questioning
an employee regarding issues that serve no business purpose.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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07. What data protection or other regulations apply
when gathering physical evidence?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

Generally, the basic principles set out by the GDPR and the Finnish Data Protection Act apply to data
processing in connection with investigations, including evidence gathering: there must be a legal basis for
processing, personal data may only be processed and stored when and for as long as necessary
considering the purposes of processing, etc.

Additionally, if physical evidence concerns the electronic communications (such as emails and online chats)
of an employee, gathering evidence is subject to certain restrictions based on Finnish ePrivacy and
employee privacy laws. As a general rule, an employee’s electronic communications accounts, including
those provided by the employer for work purposes, may not be accessed and electronic communications
may not be searched or reviewed by the employer. In practice, the employer may access such electronic
correspondence only in limited situations stipulated in the Act on Protection of Privacy in Working Life
(759/2004), or by obtaining case-specific consent from the employee, which is typically not possible in
internal investigations, particularly concerning the employee suspected of wrongdoing.

However, monitoring data flow strictly between the employee and the employer's information systems (eg,
the employee saving data to USB sticks, using printers) is allowed under Finnish legislation, provided that
employee emails, chats, etc, are not accessed and monitored. If documentation is unrelated to electronic
communications, it also may be reviewed by the employer. Laptops, paper archives and other similar
company documentation considered "physical evidence" may be investigated while gathering evidence on
the condition that any private documentation, communications, pictures or other content of an employee
are not accessed.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Whenever employers process personal data in the course of an investigation, they need to comply with
Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (the GDPR) and Law 58/2019, which implements the GDPR in Portugal (jointly the
Data Protection Regulations). If the gathering of physical evidence includes the collection and processing of
sensitive data (eg, related to the employee’s health or any other category outlined in article 9 of the GDPR),
additional safety measures should be in place to safeguard the adequate and confidential nature of such
information.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Documents and instruments that set out a company’s policies (eg, employee handbooks, code of conduct
or other written guidelines) often contain provisions regarding employee data and document collection,
workplace searches, communication monitoring, privacy, and confidentiality. As discussed below, state and
federal constitutional, statutory and common law – and in some cases foreign data privacy regimes – may
provide additional protections to protect employees from an unwarranted or unreasonable invasion of
privacy during an internal investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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08. Can the employer search employees’ possessions
or files as part of an investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

Only the police can search employees' possessions (assuming that the prerequisites outlined in the
legislation are met).

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

The employer is allowed to search an employee’s possessions or files, provided that they are work
instruments or of a professional nature.

When performing these searches, employers should consider the specific provisions of the Data Protection
Regulations as well as Resolution No. 1638/2013 of the Portuguese Data Protection Authority (CNPD), which
contains rules on monitoring phone calls, e-mail and internet usage by employees. The CNPD understands
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that for the employer to access the employees’ professional data (e-mails, documents and other
information stored on electronic devices), the latter should be present during the monitoring, to identify any
information of a personal nature that should not be accessed by the employer (the employer must comply
with these directions and should not access that email). In addition, review of the data should respect
specific protocols to avoid potential access to personal data (eg, review of subject, recipients, data flow and
type of files attached).

Body searches or the seizure of personal belongings or documents belonging to the employee are not
permitted within the scope of a disciplinary procedure.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

As there is no unified data protection regime, privacy protections stem from a patchwork of federal and
state privacy laws which impose limits on the extent to which an employer can collect information from its
employees in connection with an internal investigation. Whether specific conduct violates an employee’s
rights is a very fact-specific inquiry requiring the application of relevant state laws and a regulatory
regime. 

In most circumstances, an employer is free to conduct searches of its workplace and computer systems in
the course of investigating potential wrongdoing. Such searches are generally not protected by personal
privacy laws because workspaces, computer systems and company-issued electronic devices are often
considered company property. Many companies explicitly address this in written corporate policies and
employment agreements. Employees who use their own electronic devices for work should be aware that
work-related data stored on those devices is generally considered to belong to the employer (as a matter of
best practice, employers should generally prohibit or at least advise employees against using personal
devices for work and to maintain separate work devices, where possible).

These broad investigatory powers notwithstanding, the ability of an employer to conduct searches in
furtherance of an internal investigation is not unlimited. For example, if an employer seeks to obtain or
review work-related data from an employee’s personal device, the employer must be careful to exclude any
personal data. Certain states also prohibit an employer from requiring an employee to disclose passwords
or other credentials to his or her personal email and social networking accounts, but permit an employer to
require employees to share the content of personal online accounts as necessary during an interview while
investigating employee misconduct.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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09. What additional considerations apply when the
investigation involves whistleblowing?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

In respect of data protection, the processing of personal data in whistleblowing systems is considered by
the Finnish Data Protection Ombudsman (DPO) as requiring a data protection impact assessment (DPIA).
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Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

The treatment of whistleblowers and their reports is laid down in various specific laws in Portugal.

Law 93/2021

Under Law 93/2021, a whistleblower of work-related offences must not be retaliated against. Furthermore,
imposing disciplinary penalties on the whistleblower within two years after their disclosure is presumed to
be abusive. The whistleblower is entitled to judicial protection and may benefit from the witness protection
programme within criminal proceedings. Additionally, reports will be recorded for five years and, where
applicable, personal data that is not relevant for the handling of a specific report will not be collected or, if
accidentally collected, will be deleted immediately.

Corruption and Financial Crime Law (Law 19/2008)

Under Law 19/2008, a whistleblower must not be hampered. Furthermore, the imposition of disciplinary
penalties on a whistleblower within one year following the communication of the infraction is presumed to
be unfair.

Additionally, whistleblowers are entitled to:

anonymity until the pressing of charges;
be transferred following the pressing of charges; and
benefit from the witness protection programme within criminal proceedings (remaining anonymous
upon the verification of specific circumstances).

Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing Law (Law 83/2017)

Law 83/2017, which sets forth the legal framework to prevent, detect and effectively combat money
laundering and terrorism financing, applies to financial entities and legal or natural persons acting in the
exercise of their professional activities (eg, auditors and lawyers)(collectively, obliged entities).

According to article 20 of Law 83/2017, individuals who learn of any breach through their professional
duties must report those breaches to the company's supervisory or management bodies. As a result, the
obliged entities must refrain from threatening or taking hostile action against the whistleblower and, in
particular, unfair treatment within the workplace. Specifically, the report cannot be used as grounds for
disciplinary, civil or criminal action against the whistleblower (unless the communication is deliberately and
clearly unjustified).

Legal Framework of Credit Institutions and Financial Companies (RGICSF)

Credit institutions must implement internal-reporting mechanisms that must guarantee the confidentiality
of the information received and the protection of the personal data of the persons reporting the breaches
and the persons charged. Under article 116-AA of RGICSF, persons who, while working in a credit
institution, become aware of:

any serious irregularities in the management, accounting procedures or internal control of the credit
institution; or
evidence of a breach of the duties set out in the RGICSF that may cause any financial imbalance, must
communicate those circumstances to the company's supervisory body.

These communications cannot, per se, be used as grounds for disciplinary, criminal or civil liability actions
brought by the credit institution against the whistleblower.

Moreover, article 116-AB of the RGICSF establishes that any person aware of compelling evidence of a
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breach of statutory duties may report it to the Bank of Portugal. Such communications cannot, per se, be
used as grounds for disciplinary, criminal or civil liability actions brought by the credit institution against the
whistleblower, unless the report is clearly unfounded.

The Bank of Portugal must ensure adequate protection of the person who has reported the breach and the
person accused of breaching the applicable duties. It must also guarantee the confidentiality of the persons
who have reported breaches at any given time.

Portuguese Securities Code (CVM)

Article 382 of the CVM states that financial intermediaries subject to the supervision of the Portuguese
Securities Market Commission (CMVM), judicial authorities, police authorities, or respective employees
must immediately inform the CMVM if they become aware of facts that qualify as crimes against the
securities market or the market of other financial instruments, due to their performance, activity, or
position.

Additionally, according to article 368-A of the CVM, any person aware of facts, evidence, or information
regarding administrative offences under the CVM or its supplementary regulations may report them to the
CMVM either anonymously or with the whistleblower's identity. The disclosure of the whistleblower's
identity, as well as that of their employer, is optional. If the report identifies the whistleblower, their identity
cannot be disclosed unless specifically authorised by the whistleblower, by an express provision of law or
by the determination of a court.

Such communications may not be used as grounds for disciplinary, criminal, or civil liability action brought
against the whistleblower, and they may not be used to demote the employee.

According to article 368-E of the CVM, the CMVM must cooperate with other authorities within the scope of
administrative or judicial proceedings to protect employees against employer discrimination, retaliation or
any other form of unfair treatment by the employer that may be linked to the communication to the CMVM.
The whistleblower may be entitled to benefit from the witness-protection programme if an individual is
charged in criminal or administrative proceedings because of their communication to the CMVM.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Several federal, state, and local employment laws prohibit retaliation against employees who come forward
with complaints or participate in corporate investigations. Employees who possess information regarding
corporate misconduct may also be considered whistleblowers protected from retaliation under federal and
state whistleblower laws, including but not limited to the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, and the Consumer Financial Protection Act of 2010.

An employee generally does not need to show that he or she was terminated or demoted to bring a
retaliation claim; other actions on the part of the employer may qualify if they could be seen to discourage
employees from raising complaints. To protect against a potential retaliation claim, employers should make
clear at the outset of an investigation that retaliation will not be tolerated and require the complaining
employee (and potentially his or her manager) to bring any instances of retaliation to the investigator’s
attention immediately.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

Concerning a workplace investigation, there is no specific legislation in force at the moment regarding
confidentiality obligations. All normal legal confidentiality obligations (eg, obligations outlined in the Trade
Secrets Act (595/2018)), and if using an external investigator, the confidentiality obligations outlined in the
agreement between the employer and the external investigator, apply. Attorneys-at-law always have strict
confidentiality obligations as per the Advocates Act (496/1958).

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

The Portuguese Labour Code does not specifically provide for any confidentiality obligations concerning
disciplinary procedures. On the contrary, it states that the employee should have access to any information
included in the disciplinary procedure. Otherwise, the employee’s defence rights could be jeopardised,
which would make the disciplinary procedure (and possible disciplinary sanctions) null and void.

As for the witnesses, even though there is no specific provision on confidentiality, employees are generally
bound by a duty of loyalty vis-a-vis the employer, which includes not disclosing information that should be
kept reserved,

However, in the cases of whistleblowing, it is mandatory to ensure the confidentiality of the complainant, as
per question 9.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Information arising from the initial complaint, interviews and records should be kept as confidential as
practically possible while still permitting a thorough investigation. Although an employer must maintain
confidentiality to the best of its ability, it is often not possible to keep confidential the identity of the
complainant or all information gathered through the investigation process. An employer should therefore
not promise absolute confidentiality to any party involved in an internal investigation, including the
complainant. The investigator should instead explain at the outset to the complaining party and all
individuals involved that information gathered will be maintained in confidence to the extent possible, but
that some information may be revealed to the accused or potential witnesses on a need-to-know basis to
conduct a thorough and effective investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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11. What information must the employee under
investigation be given about the allegations against
them?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

The process must be transparent and impartial, and therefore all the information that may influence the
conclusions made during the investigation should be shared with the employee.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

If, before taking disciplinary action, the employer decides to open a preliminary investigation phase, the
employee does not have to be informed.

Only when the preliminary investigation leads to a formal accusation will the employee be entitled to know
that enquiries were carried out and the source of the facts (eg, witnesses, documents).

However, if an employer does not need to open a formal preliminary investigation phase, it only has to
serve the accusation notice to the employee.

As a rule, employees will only know that they are being investigated if they are suspended or when they are
notified of the accusation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

The investigator must disclose to the employee under investigation the purpose of the investigation and,
where the investigator is in-house or outside counsel, he or she should disclose that the company is the
client.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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12. Can the identity of the complainant, witnesses or
sources of information for the investigation be kept
confidential?

Finland
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Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

See question 11, there is no protection of anonymity as the process must be transparent to the parties
involved.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

An employee served a notice of accusation is entitled to assess all information that was gathered within the
scope of the investigation and disciplinary procedure (notably the identity of the complainant, witnesses
heard, other sources of information, etc), otherwise his right of defence may be jeopardised.

Where a preliminary investigation does not lead to an accusation against the employee, no disclosure has
to be made by the employer.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

In general, except as provided above, depending on the seriousness of the complaint and investigation, the
only persons who should be aware of it are the relevant individual in human resources or legal, and where
different, the persons assigned to investigate. Although it may not be feasible to maintain absolute
confidentiality in conducting an investigation depending on the nature of the allegations, investigators
should exercise discretion at all times and, where possible, avoid identifying complainants, the subject of
the investigation or witnesses by name where it is not necessary, and where doing so could be detrimental
to the fact-finding process.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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13. Can non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) be used to
keep the fact and substance of an investigation
confidential?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

Yes, however, the need for an NDA is assessed always on a case-by-case basis.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Please see question 12 above. NDAs are not admissible.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

This is a fact-specific inquiry that depends on the specific circumstances and laws of the relevant state. In
general, NDAs are frowned upon but can be used to an extent to keep certain facts and the substance of an
investigation confidential. NDAs can never prevent employees from assisting in official agency
investigations, however. NDAs also cannot lawfully prohibit employees from officially reporting illegal
conduct by their employer.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Uría Menéndez - Proença de Carvalho

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

14. When does privilege attach to investigation
materials?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

The privilege of investigation materials concerns a rather limited amount of cases. In practice, materials
may be considered privileged in connection with the litigation process under the Procedural Code (4/1734).
For example, communications between a client and an attorney may attract protection against forcible
public disclosure.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

If any sources of information used within an investigation include privileged data, they may be redacted to
safeguard third parties' rights. However, where disclosure of that data is necessary for the employee to
understand why he or she is being accused, it may be necessary to reveal those elements. Otherwise, the
employee may argue that their rights were affected and, for that reason, the disciplinary procedure – and
any possible sanction – should be deemed null and void.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

For legal privilege to apply, a primary purpose of the investigation should be to provide legal advice to the
company, including concerning non-lawyers working at the counsel’s direction, and legal privilege likely will
not apply to internal investigations performed as part of the ordinary course of business or where the
investigation is required by a state or federal regulatory regime (eg, post-incident investigations of
operations governed by OSHA’s Process Safety Management Standards). It is, therefore, important to
contemporaneously document the scope and purpose of the investigation and not risk waiving privilege by
sharing privileged materials with unnecessary third parties.

Whereas attorney-client privilege includes only communications between an attorney and the client, work-
product privilege is broader and includes materials prepared or collected by persons other than the
attorney with an eye towards impending litigation. Examples of potential work products produced by
attorneys in the context of an investigation include investigative work plans, interview outlines,
memoranda summarising witness interviews and investigative reports.

As a practical matter, employees should be aware that communications with other employees or colleagues
regarding the investigation are not privileged regardless of whether the colleague is also involved in the
investigation or represented by the same counsel. Even if an employee believes he or she is sharing
attorney communications with other employees who need to know the attorney’s advice and who also have
attorney-client privilege with the same counsel because he or she is involved or implicated in the
investigation and also represented by company counsel, it is always prudent to refrain from sharing
privileged information. If an attorney’s communication is shared beyond those who need to know, attorney-
client privilege may be destroyed.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

15. Does the employee under investigation have a
right to be accompanied or have legal representation
during the investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

The employee under investigation has a right to have a support person present (eg, a lawyer or an
employee representative) during the hearings and a right to assistance in preparing written statements.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Under the Portuguese Bar Association statutes, the assistance of a lawyer is allowed at all times and cannot
be prevented by any jurisdiction or authority, public or private entity.
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Nevertheless, the law does not provide any obligation to inform the employee that they are entitled to the
assistance of a lawyer.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Employees generally have no automatic right to counsel in connection with an internal investigation, unless
contractually provided for under the terms of an employment agreement. Nonetheless, employees may
choose to retain counsel, particularly if they face liability.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

16. If there is a works council or trade union, does it
have any right to be informed or involved in the
investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

A works council or a trade union does not have a role in the investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Employee representative bodies are not entitled to be informed about or to participate in the preliminary
investigation. The works council is only entitled to participate in disciplinary proceedings after a formal
accusation has been made against the employee.

A copy of the accusation should be sent to the works council (if any) and if the employee is a trade union
member, to the respective trade union. After the instruction phase of the procedure has ended (where the
employer has to hear the witnesses identified by the employee in his written defence and file any other
sources of information that have been requested), the employer should provide a copy of the disciplinary
procedure to the works council (if any) and the respective trade union, if the employee is a member. These
employees’ representatives will then have five business days to issue their opinion on the matter.

Finally, a copy of the final decision must also be sent to these bodies.

There is no legal right for the interviewee to be assisted by a representative from the works council.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Employers generally have no obligation to inform employees of their right to union representation or to ask
if they would like a union representative present during the interview. Union employees may insist,
however, that a union representative attend any investigatory interview that could lead to the employee’s
punishment, although the union representative may not interfere with the interview.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

17. What other support can employees involved in the
investigation be given?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

They can request assistance, for example, from an occupational health and safety representative, a shop
steward or the occupational healthcare provider.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Employees are usually assisted by lawyers when they are subject to an investigation or disciplinary
procedure.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

The employer’s counsel should provide an Upjohn warning at the start of any interview, and delivery of the
warning should be documented by a note-taker. An Upjohn warning is the notice an attorney (in-house or
outside counsel) provides a company employee to inform the employee that the attorney represents only
the company and not the employee individually.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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18. What if unrelated matters are revealed as a result
of the investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

If they are related to the work or workplace, the employer will handle the emerging matters separately. In
internal investigations, the employer is allowed to use any material legally available.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

If new facts arise as a result of the investigation and they are relevant, the employer may include them in
the accusation. If, however, the new facts are revealed after the accusation has been served, the employer
will have to prepare an addendum to the initial accusation and the employee will be able to use the same
defence rights against that addendum.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Where new issues or claims arise during an ongoing workplace investigation, the investigator should
discuss with in-house counsel whether the new issues or claims should be separately investigated and if so,
by whom, or if instead those new issues or claims are sufficiently related to the current review that they
can be investigated in parallel and incorporated into the ongoing fact-gathering process. 

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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19. What if the employee under investigation raises a
grievance during the investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

If the nature of the grievance relates to the employer's obligations to handle such matters in general, the
grievance will be investigated either separately or as a part of the ongoing investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Grievance procedures are not specifically provided for under Portuguese law. There is no formal procedure
for an employee to raise a complaint against the employer. Nonetheless, a potential claim brought by the
employee under investigation and subject to a disciplinary procedure should not have any impact.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Where an employee who is the subject of a workplace investigation raises his or her grievance during the
investigation, the investigator should follow the same steps outlined above to triage new issues or claims.
The investigator should also discuss with in-house counsel whether any particular steps should be taken to
avoid the perception that any disciplinary measures taken against the employee (in the event the original
claims are substantiated) were retaliatory.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Uría Menéndez - Proença de Carvalho

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

20. What if the employee under investigation goes off
sick during the investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

As a general rule, sick leave does not prevent an investigation from progressing. Depending on the nature
of the sickness, the employee can attend hearings and take part in the procedure. If the sickness prevents
the employee from participating, the employer can put the process on hold temporarily.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

The employer will be able to proceed with the investigation or disciplinary procedure regardless, although if
it is necessary to hear the employee and they are unable to attend the interview, either the employer waits
for their return or it could also send a written questionnaire for the employee to complete.
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United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

If an employee who is the subject of a workplace investigation becomes sick during the investigation, the
investigator should complete as much of the process as possible in the employee’s absence, for example
by conducting interviews with the complainant and other witnesses and collecting and reviewing relevant
documentation. Where the employee’s absence is expected to be short-term, the employer can postpone
completing the investigation until the employee returns to work and can be interviewed. Where a lengthy
absence is expected, the investigator should take steps to ensure that the employee nevertheless has a
fair chance to participate in the process, for example by providing the employee with flexibility in
scheduling his or her interview or by offering other accommodations such as conducting the interview by
video conference instead of requiring an in-person interview, or alternatively meeting in a neutral place
instead of the office. It is important to maintain records of the steps taken to accommodate the employee
to show that the process was reasonable and fair. 

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

21. How do you handle a parallel criminal and/or
regulatory investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

Regardless of a possible criminal investigation, the employer must run its internal workplace investigation
without unnecessary delay. A workplace investigation and a criminal investigation are two separate
processes and can be ongoing simultaneously, so the criminal process does not require the workplace
investigation to be stayed. Thus, parallel investigations are to be considered as two separate matters. The
police may only obtain evidence or material from the company or employer if strict requirements for
equipment searches are met after a request for investigation has been submitted to the police.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

These procedures are independent and autonomous, and the law does not provide any particular rules to
ensure coordination. This raises particular concerns when an employee is subject to a criminal investigation
in secret, as the employer will be unable to access any evidence from the criminal procedure to begin an
internal investigation or disciplinary procedure against the employee.

On the other hand, considering the short statutes of limitation to enforce disciplinary action, it may prove
impossible to wait for the outcome of the criminal or regulatory investigation to decide if a disciplinary
procedure should also be enforced, because by the time the employer is fully aware of the facts, the
statutes of limitation may have already expired.

However, both the judge in a criminal procedure and the regulator have the public authority to order the
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employer to share any findings within the scope of the investigation or disciplinary procedure.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Employers have obligations to conduct a thorough and unbiased internal investigation and take prompt
remedial action to prevent further workplace violations. As such, absent a criminal or regulatory
investigation where the investigators ask the employer to pause an internal investigation, employers
should be prepared to continue their internal investigation in parallel with the criminal or regulatory
investigation while cooperating with police or regulatory investigators.

The police and the regulator can often compel the employer to share certain information gathered from its
internal investigation. In some cases, the employer should analyse whether the non-disclosure of
information evidencing criminal conduct within the company itself constitutes an independent crime or
whether an applicable statute or regulation imposes an independent duty to disclose. Alternatively, the
employer should consider whether, even absent an affirmative duty to disclose, disclosure of information
gathered during an internal investigation may still benefit the employer.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

22. What must the employee under investigation be
told about the outcome of an investigation?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

The employer's conclusions from the investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

If, further to the conclusion of the investigation, the employer concludes that there are no grounds to
enforce disciplinary action against the employee, the employee does not even have to know that they were
the subject of an investigation.
However, if the employer does decide to accuse the employee, the employee will be entitled to all the
sources of information obtained during the preliminary investigation.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

In general, it is often helpful to provide the complainant and subject of the complaint with a short written
communication or verbal communication at the end of an investigation to advise that the investigation has
concluded. Where the allegations are unsubstantiated, the communication should convey that no evidence
of misconduct or unlawful conduct was found. Where the allegations are substantiated, the results and
proposed communication should be reviewed with the legal function, together with potential disciplinary
and remedial action, before it is communicated to the complainant and the subject of the complaint.

Where the misconduct alleged poses a high risk to the company from a reputational, operational or legal
perspective, and especially where an investigation is conducted by outside counsel, outside counsel should
determine, in consultation with the relevant individuals at the company, for example the general counsel,
how and with whom to share investigation results and if and how to communicate the outcome to the
complainant and the subject of the complaint. This is the case regardless of whether the allegations are
found to be substantiated or unsubstantiated.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

at Cravath, Swaine & Moore

23. Should the investigation report be shared in full,
or just the findings?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

The employee under investigation may only be informed of the conclusions.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

If the employee is accused by the employer, they will be entitled to consult the entire investigation report
and not just the findings, as well as the witnesses' depositions, which should be in writing, and any other
sources of information that were used by the employer

Even though the law is silent in this respect, courts have ruled that if this is not complied with, the
employee’s right of defence would be deemed to be disrespected.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang
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Only the findings should be shared with the complainant and the subject of the complaint.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

24. What next steps are available to the employer?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

The employer decides whether misconduct has taken place or not. Depending on the case, the employer
may recommend a workplace conciliation in which the parties try to find a solution that can be accepted by
both sides. The employer may choose to give an oral reprimand or a written warning. If the legal conditions
are met, the employer may also terminate the employment agreement.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

Once the preliminary investigation ends, the employer must decide whether or not, in its view, there are
grounds to bring an accusation against the employee and enforce disciplinary action or if it should be
dismissed due to a lack of evidence.

When the employer decides to enforce disciplinary action, the following sanctions may be applied:

verbal warning;
written warning;
financial penalty;
loss of holiday;
suspension with loss of pay and length of service;
dismissal with cause and without compensation.

The first five penalties are usually called conservatory sanctions, enabling the continuity of the employment
relationship, as opposed to dismissal, which is deemed a measure of last resort.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

Where the misconduct alleged is substantiated in whole or in part by an internal investigation, the human
resources function, potentially in consultation with in-house or outside counsel, should agree on disciplinary
or remedial action to be implemented.
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25. Who can (or must) the investigation findings be
disclosed to? Does that include regulators/police? Can
the interview records be kept private, or are they at
risk of disclosure?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

In general, investigation materials, including findings, that includes personal data should only be processed
by the personnel of the organisation who are responsible for internal investigations. However, it may in
some situations be required by applicable legislation that findings are disclosed to competent authorities
for the performance of their duties, such as conducting investigations in connection with malpractice and
violations of the law.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

Portugal
Author: André Pestana Nascimento

The investigation findings must be disclosed to the employee when an accusation is brought against him or
her and to the works council (if any) or trade union, if the employee is a member.

Regulators or police authorities may also notify the employer if any investigations were brought against a
particular employee (as regards regulators, this could occur within the scope of fit and proper procedures),
in which case the employer must cooperate and disclose any investigation findings.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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Once fact-finding is complete, the investigator should discuss his or her notes with in-house or outside
counsel and prepare a summary of the process, high-level findings, and a proposed resolution at the
counsel’s direction. This report should not include subjective commentary and should also avoid including
excessive detail, and generally be treated confidentially during and after the investigation. If the report is
requested by regulators or the police, the company should discuss with in-house counsel, and preferably
also with outside counsel, how to respond to the request and whether any steps need to be taken to protect
any applicable legal privilege.
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https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/anu-waaralinna
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/mari-mohsen
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/andre-pestana-nascimento
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/rachel-g-skaistis
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/eric-w-hilfers
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/jenny-x-zhang


26. How long should the outcome of the investigation
remain on the employee’s record?

Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

Please see question 7. The outcome of the investigation involving personal data may be retained only for as
long as is necessary considering the purposes of the processing. In general, the retention of investigation-
related data may be necessary while the investigation is still ongoing and even then the requirements of
data minimization and accuracy should be considered. The data concerning the outcome of an investigation
should be registered to the employee's record merely to the extent necessary in light of the employment
relationship or potential disciplinary measures. In this respect, the applicable retention time depends on
labour law-related rights and limitations, considering eg, the applicable periods for filing a suit.
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Portugal
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There are no specific rules in the Portuguese Labour Code on this matter.

However, article 332 of the PLC states that the employer should keep an updated record of disciplinary
sanctions, so the competent authorities can easily verify compliance with applicable provisions.
Accordingly, it is advisable to maintain a record of disciplinary sanctions during the entire employment
relationship.

Also, please note that some collective bargaining agreements state that the disciplinary register must be
deleted from the employee’s record periodically.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

There is no requirement for the results of a workplace investigation to remain on an employee’s record for
any specific period. It is often helpful, however, for information relating to the outcome of such an
investigation (regardless of whether the allegations are substantiated) to be accessible to the human
resources or legal functions such that during the initial complaint intake process described above, any prior
complaints and investigations relating to the same individual or group of individuals can be taken into
account to identify any recurring issues or systemic violations.
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27. What legal exposure could the employer face for
errors during the investigation?
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Finland
Author: Anu Waaralinna , Mari Mohsen

There are no regulations regarding the actual investigation process. Therefore, the employer cannot be
accused of procedural errors as such. However, once the matter has been adequately investigated, the
employer must decide whether or not misconduct has taken place. If the employer considers that
misconduct has taken place, the employer must take adequate measures for remedying the
situation. Failure to adequately conduct the investigation could result in criminal sanctions being imposed
on the employer as an organisation or the employer’s representative, or damages.

Last updated on 15/09/2022
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If the disciplinary procedure recommends an employee's dismissal

Should a company dismiss an employee that has breached legal requirements, the latter may take action
against the company within 60 days of the date of termination of their employment agreement.

If this action results in a ruling of unfair dismissal, the employee will be entitled:

to receive all the payments they should normally have earned (back pay, including salary, holidays,
legal subsidies, etc), from the month preceding the commencement of the lawsuit and until the final
ruling of the court, minus any amounts they may have received during the same period and they
would otherwise not have received; and
to be reinstated in their former position or at the employee’s choice, to receive an indemnity that the
court will calculate as between 15 and 45 days of base salary (and service bonuses) for each full year
of service or fraction thereof, with a minimum limit of three months’ compensation.

This graduation will depend on the amount of the base salary (the lower the base salary, the higher the
indemnity) and the severity of the company’s conduct. Additionally, the employee is entitled to claim an
indemnity for further damages.

There are, however, two exceptions to the above: the first relates to high-ranking employees (ie employees
carrying out management duties); the second refers to micro-companies (ie, a company that registered an
average number of employees in the preceding calendar year below 10). In these two cases, the employer
may oppose the employee’s option for reinstatement, arguing that it would be gravely harmful to the
company's activity. From a practical perspective, opposition to reinstatement is not commonly decided by
the courts.

Finally, should the court rule that the grounds for dismissal were valid, but the investigation was found to
have been irregular, the dismissal will be deemed valid, but the employee will still be entitled to an
indemnity of 7.5 to 22.5 days of base salary (plus service bonuses, if any) per year of service.

If the disciplinary procedure does not recommend dismissal, but the application of a
conservatory sanction

In this event, the employee can challenge the application of the sanction through the filing of a lawsuit
against the company. Although the law is not entirely clear, there are court rulings stating that the
employee has one year to bring a lawsuit, but others consider that the statute of limitation to challenge a
conservatory disciplinary sanction is also one year from the termination of the employment agreement
when a pecuniary penalty or suspension was applied to the employee.
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Moreover, according to article 331(3) of the Portuguese Labour Code, the employer who applies an
unjustified conservatory penalty should compensate the worker under the terms set out in paragraphs 5
and 6 of said article. The imposition of an abusive penalty is also considered a very serious administrative
offence as per article 331(7). Please note that the Portuguese Labour Code considers a penalty to be
unjustified if its imposition is motivated by the following:

the employee lawfully complaining about their labour conditions;
the employee lawfully disobeying unlawful orders from a superior;
the employee being a member of any employee representative structure or having been a candidate
for such a position; and
the employee exercising or invoking their rights and guarantees.

Furthermore, any penalty imposed within six months of any instance listed above (or within one year if the
invoked rights are related to equality and non-discrimination) is presumed to be abusive.

Last updated on 15/09/2022

United States
Author: Rachel G. Skaistis , Eric W. Hilfers , Jenny X. Zhang

The subject of the investigation, the complainant, or a government agency investigating the same alleged
misconduct could subject the employer to legal exposure. It is, therefore, helpful for a company to prepare
a contemporaneous report of the investigation that summarises: the incident or issues investigated,
including dates; the parties involved; key factual and credibility findings; employer policies or guidelines
and their applicability to the investigation; specific conclusions; the party (or parties) responsible for
making the final determination; issues that could not be resolved through the internal investigation; and
employer actions taken.

The employer should also maintain a clear record of the steps taken to investigate the alleged misconduct
and any findings, as well as all evidence gathered during the investigation, including documents collected
and reviewed, any work done to identify systemic issues or patterns of behaviour, and notes from all
interviews, which should be limited to the facts gathered, dated and should indicate the duration and
location of the interview.
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