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02. How is a workplace investigation usually
commenced?

Spain
Author: Sergio Ponce , Daniel Cerrutti

Given that Spain lacks legislation in this area (see question 1), each company commences workplace
investigations following its internal guidelines, policies or practices, if any. In our experience, investigations
begin with a formal decision to commence the enquiry, which is set out in writing for record-keeping
purposes.
This decision will normally mention:

the facts that will be investigated;
the reasons to investigate the facts (eg, they could be a breach of company policies);
how the investigation will be conducted; and
the individuals who will conduct the enquiry.

Depending on the company, the decision to initiate the investigation may take the form of a decision by the
competent employee or officer (ethics or compliance officer) or the minutes of the relevant corporate body
(board of directors or compliance committee).
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Switzerland
Author: Laura Widmer , Sandra Schaffner

Internal investigations are usually initiated after reports about possible violations of the employer's code of
conduct, applicable laws or regulations have been submitted by employees to their superiors, the human
resources department or designated internal reporting systems such as hotlines (including whistleblowing
hotlines).

For an internal investigation to be initiated, there must be a reasonable suspicion (grounds).[1] If no such
grounds exist, the employer must ask the informant for further or more specific information. If no grounds
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for reasonable suspicion exists, the case must be closed. If grounds for reasonable suspicion exist, the
appropriate investigative steps can be initiated by a formal investigation request from the company
management.[2]

 

[1] Claudia Fritsche, Interne Untersuchungen in der Schweiz: Ein Handbuch für regulierte Finanzinstitute
und andere Unternehmen, Zürich/St. Gallen 2013, p. 21.

[2] Klaus Moosmayer, Compliance, Praxisleitfaden für Unternehmen, 2. A. München 2015, N 314.
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15. Does the employee under investigation have a
right to be accompanied or have legal representation
during the investigation?

Spain
Author: Sergio Ponce , Daniel Cerrutti

A workplace investigation under Spanish law is a fact-finding exercise and not a disciplinary procedure. For
this reason, employees are not entitled to representation during an investigation (it is not even necessary
to inform them about the enquiry).
If the investigated employees are made aware of the investigation (eg, because they will be interviewed or
questioned), then it is good practice to allow them to be accompanied by external counsel or an employee
representative. This would reduce the risk that employees would claim that they were under duress during
the interview, or that they challenge the validity of the evidence obtained by the company.
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Switzerland
Author: Laura Widmer , Sandra Schaffner

In the case of an employee involved in an internal investigation, a distinction must be made as to whether
the employee is acting purely as an informant or whether there are conflicting interests between the
company and the employee involved. If the employee is acting purely as an informant, the employee has,
in principle, no right to be accompanied by their own legal representative.[1]

However, if there are conflicting interests between the company and the employee involved, when the
employee is accused of any misconduct, the employee must be able to be accompanied by their own legal
representative. For example, if the employee's conduct might potentially constitute a criminal offence, the
involvement of a legal representative must be permitted.[2] Failure to allow an accused person to be
accompanied by a legal representative during an internal investigation, even though the facts in question
are relevant to criminal law, raises the question of the admissibility of statements made in a subsequent
criminal proceeding. The principles of the Swiss Criminal Procedure Code cannot be undermined by
alternatively collecting evidence in civil proceedings and thus circumventing the stricter rules applicable in
criminal proceedings.[3]

at Uría Menéndez

at Bär & Karrer

https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/sergio-ponce
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/daniel-cerrutti
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/laura-widmer
https://www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com/profiles/sandra-schaffner


www.internationalemploymentlawyer.com

In general, it is advisable to allow the involvement of a legal representative to increase the willingness of
the employee involved to cooperate.

 

[1] Claudia Götz Staehelin, Unternehmensinterne Untersuchungen, 2019, p. 37.

[2] Simona Wantz/Sara Licci, Arbeitsvertragliche Rechte und Pflichten bei internen Untersuchungen, in:
Jusletter 18 February 2019, N 59.

[3] Roger Rudolph, Interne Untersuchungen: Spannungsfelder aus arbeitsrechtlicher Sicht, SJZ 114/2018, p.
392; Niklaus Ruckstuhl, BSK-StPO, Art. 158 StPO N 36.
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